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. URING the time the Air Balloon was letting off in * 
| the Artillery Ground, a Frenchman attending 
among the reſt as a ſpectator, conceiving that Les An- * 


gloiſes coujd not be ſo .aoroit at an invention that (was 
claimed by his countrymen, and which had been exhi- 7 

bited with ſuch ſplendor and apolauſe at Yaris ; and in 1 444 
order to aſcertain the preciſe time, he pulled out a re- 1:0 


markable fine gold watch, Which he held in his hands; 
this circumſtance being obſerved by one of our nimble 

fingered gentry, he artfully (when the Frenchman 1 
thought he had returned it into his feb) conve ed it | © 
away; the Balloos being let off, and Monſieur requiring | 
to know how long it would be viſible, applicd to his | 
watch, which, to his great ſurprize, he tound gone, 
O mon Dieu, ſays he, turning round, it is gone — gere oOars 
out a good honeſt En. liſkman, why you look the wrong 9 
way— ay. beg ar me loft my vatch—ioft ycur watch, con- _— 
tinued the Eug.ilhman laughing, by there it goes up in 1 
the Air Balloon / Sa a 


© bs 
* 


| 
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It chanced that a merchant ſhip was fo violently 
toſlſed in a ſtorm at ſea, that all, deſpairing of ſafety, 
berook themſelves to prayer, ſaving one mariner, who 
was ever wiſhing to — two ffars. Oh! ſaid he, that I 
could ſce two fars, or but one ot the two; and of theſe 
words he made ſo' frequent repetition, that diſturbing 
the meditations of the reſt, at length one aſked him, 
what two fars, or what one far he meant? To whom 
he replied, O, that I could Jed e607 in"Cheap/ide, or 
the Star in Coleman-ftreet, Icarè not which.” 
\ 


Mr. Sharp the ſurgeon, being ſent for to a gentleman 
who had juſt received a ſlight wound in a rencounter, 
vave orders to his ſervant to go. home with all haſte 
1maginable, and fetch a certain plaiſter ; the patient 
turning a little pale, Lord Sir, ſaid he, J hope there is no 
if the fellow don't ſet up a good pair of heels, the wound 


will heal before he returns. 


A country fellow, who was juſt come to London, 
gaping about in every ſhop he came to, at laſt looked 


imo a lottery- office. where ſeeing only one man ſitting 


at a desk, he could nat imagine what commodity was 
ſold there; but calling to the clerk, Pray Sir, ſaid he, 
what do you fell here, /oggerheads, cried the other, No 
you ? anſwered the countryman, Egad then you'we a /pecial 
trade, {or I ſee you have but one left. 


A country farmer going croſs his grounds in the dusk 
of the evening, eſpy'd a young fellow and laſs very buſy 
n ar a five bar gate, in one of the fel s, and calling to 
them to know what they were about, ſaid the young 


man, No harm, Farmer, wwe are only going to prop- 


a-gate., 


Three or four roguiſh. ſcholars walking out one day 
from the Univerſity of Oxford, eſpyed a poor fellow 
near Abingdon, aſlcep in a ditch, with an aſs by him 
lauen with earthen ware, holding the bridle in his hand, 
ſays one of the ſcholars to the reſt, If you will aſſiſt me, 
I'il help you to a little money, for you know * 

are 


dar ger? Tes. indeed is there, anſwered the ſurgeon, for 


. 
bare at preſent. No doubt of it, they were not long 
conſenting : Why then, ſaid he, we'll go and fell this 
old:fellow*s aſs at Abingdon; for you-know the. fair is 

tomorrow, and we ſhall meet with chapmen enouzh; © 
therefore, do you take the panniers off, and put them e 
upon my back, and that briile over my head, and then 
dead the aſs to market, and let me alone with the old 
man. This being done accordingly, in a little time 
atter the poor man waking, was lirangely ſurpriſed to 8 I 
e his aſo thus metamorphoſed : Oh ! for God's ſake, '* 
ſaid the ſcholar, take this bridle out of my mouth, and 'M 
this load from my. back. _£vons, how came you here, on 
replied the oid man Why, faid he, my father, who | | 
is a necromancer, upon an idle thing I did to diſohlige- ' 
him, transformed me into an, aſs ; but now his heart has 
relented, and 1 am come io my own Hape again, I beg * 
you wiil let me go home and thadk him. By all means, 
ſaid the crockery. merchant, I do not deſire to have any 
thing to do with conjuration; and ſa fet the ſcholar ac 
liberty, who went immediatelyrto his comrades, that by 
this time were making merry with the money they nad 
ſold the aſs for: But the old fellow was forced to go 
the next day to ſeek for a new one in the fair, and after 
having looked on ſeveral, his own was ſhewn him for a 
very good one: Oh / ob ſaid he, what! have he and 
bie fauuber guarreiled aguin already ? No, no, I'll have na- 
thing n 4a 40 him. = | a 
mn A er. 15 ä be 1 vl 
A gentleman being at dinner at a friend's houſe, the _ 
firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh of whi- - 7 
;tings, and one being upon his plate, he found it ſtink 9 
ſo much, that he could not eat a bit of it; but he laid - | 
his mouth down to the fiſh, as if he was whiſpering to _ 
it, and then took up the plate, and put it to his own ear. ; 94 1 
The gentleman, at whoſe table he was, enquiring into | | 
the meaning, he told him, That he had a brother loſt CHEE. 
at ſea about @ fortnight ago, and he was aſking that fiſh - 
if he knew any thing of him; And what antver made _ 
he, (aid the gentleman, He told me, replied the othery = 
| that he could give no account of bim, for he had not been at. = 
- fea theſe three weeks. — + 
| Vie 5: 4 .. N. B. I 
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N. B. I would not have any of my readers apply this 5 
ſtory, as an unfortunate gentleman did once, who the Ms > 
next day after he had firſt heard it, was whiſpering to a pa 

ſtinking rzmp of beef, at a friend's houſe. | d 


Michael Angelo, in his picture of the Laſt Judge- 
ment, in che Pope's chapel, painted among the figures 
in hell, that of a certain cardinal, who was his enemy, 
ſo like, that every body knew it at firſt fight ; Where- . 
| upon the cardinal complaining toPope Clement the VIIch 
| ot the affront, and deſiring it might be defaced : Js 
| | knew very gell, ſaid the Pope, I have power to deliver a 

Joul cut of purgatory, but not out of hell, 


| | | Two gentlemen diſputing about religion in Batſon's - 
coffee houſe, ſeid one of them, I wonder, Sir, you ſhould 1 

talk of religion, when I'll hold you five guineas you _. / 
| can't ſay the Lord's Prayer ; Done, ſaid the other, and 7 

5 Johnny Wilkes here ſhall hold ſtakes. The money be- 
| . 1ng depoſited, the gentleman began with, / believe in 
| Cod, and fo went cleverly thro' the Creed: Well, ſaid 
= -. - the ther, I own have le; I did not think he could have 
| | - done it. | | 


ky | An Iriſh lawyer of the Temple, having occafion to go 
|: to dinner, left the directions in his key hole. Gone 10 
5 the Elephant and Caſtle, where you ſhall find me 5 anid if you 
| can't read this, carry it to the flationer's, and he ſhall read 
"uf for you, P e314 


A-punſter was deſired one night in company, by a 
gentieman, to make a pi extempore. Upon what ſub- 
{A ? ſaid he, The king, anſwered the other. Oh, Sir, 

{aid he, the king is no fubjett, = © be 


„ „ 0 2» Ho 


Old Dennis, who had been the author of many-playt, / 
going by a brandy-ſhop in St. Paul's Church-yard ; the | 
man who kept it came out to him, and defired the fa- 

' *« Your of him to drink a dram. . For what reaſon ? ſaid 
he. Becauſe you are a dramatict poet, anſwered the . 

_ Cther, Wen, thou art an out-of-the-way fellow, ſaid 
the old gentleman, and 1 will drink a dram with mw. 
ut 
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But when he had ſo done, the man aſked him to pay for 
it: *Sdeath, Sir, ſays the bard, did not you aſk me to 
drink a dram, becauſe I was a dramatick poet? Tes, Sir, 
replied the fellow, but I did not thirk you had been a 
dram-o'tick poet. 


A country parſon having divided his text under two- 
and-twenty heads; one of the congregation was getting 
out cf the church in a great hurry ; but a neighbour, 
pulling him by the fleeve, aſk'd him whither he was 
going? Heme for my night-cap, anſwer'd the firſt, for 7 
find we are 10 flay here all night. ; | 


r 0 Vv 


An Engliſh gentleman aſk'd an Iriſhman, what was 
the reaſon that his countrymen were ſo remarkable for 
blundering, and making bulls? Faith, ſaid he, I be- 
lieve there is ſomething in the air of Ireland ; and I dare- 4 
ar, if an Engliſhman was born there, he would do tb 
Jame. | ; 


A young gentleman playing at queſtions and com- 
mands with ſome pretty young ladies, was com manded 
to take off a garter from one of them, but ſhe, as ſoon 
as he had laid hold of her petticoats, run away into the 
next room, where was a bed: Now, madam, ſaid he, 
tripping up her heels, I bar /qutaking. Bar the door, you 
Feel, cry'd ſhe. Ee | 


E 
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A certain ſenator, who is not, it may be, eſteemed 
the wiſeſt man in the houſe, has a frequent cuſtom of 
ſhaking his head, when another ſpeaks; which giving 
offence to a particular perion, he complained of the in- ly 
dignity thewn to him; but one who had been acquaiat- «-*- 
T ed with the firſt gentleman from a child, as he told the * 

Houſe, aſſured them, that it was only a bad habit that 
: | he had got, For though he would ſhake his head, there qua- 
nothing in it. . 


A country clergyman, meeting a neighbour, who 
never came to church, although an old fellow of above 
Sxty, he gave him ſome reproof on that account, and 


aſked if he never read at _ ? No, replicd the clown, Y 
1 . 1 
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T can't read; I dare ſay, ſaid the parſon, you don't : 


know who made you? Not I, in troth, cry'd the coun- 
tryman. A little boy coming by at the ſame time, Who 


T:>de you, child? faid the parſon. God, Sir, anſwered 


the boy. M hy cok you there, quoth the honeſt clergy: . 


man, are not you sſham d to hear a child of five or fix 


years old teil me who made him, when you, that are (o 


old a man, cannot? 0, ſaid the countryman, zt zs no 
cocuder that he ſhould remember; he. avas made but other 
day, it is a great while, meaſter, fin I war mace, 


When Sir Richard Steele was fitting up his great 


room in York Buildiags, which he intended for public 


orations, he happened at a time to be pretty much be- 
hind hand with his workmen ; and coming one day a- 
mong them, to ſee how they went forward, he ordered 
one of them to get into the roſtrum, and make a ſpecch, 
that he mipht obſerve how it could be heard; the fel- 
low mounting, and -ſcratching his pate, told him, he 
knew not what to ſay, for in truth he was no orator, 
Oh! ſaid the knight, no matter for that, ſpeak any 
thirg that comes uprermoſt. Vyy here, Sir Richard, 
fays the fellow, or hawe been working for you th:/e fix 
weeks, and cannot get one penny of money: Pray, Sir, when 
do you deſign to pay us? Very well, very well, ſaid Sir 
Richard, pray come down, I have heard enough; | can- 
not but own you ſpeak very diſtinctly, though I don't 
admire your ſuhject. | 

A traveller coming into the kitchen of an inn, in a 
veiy cold night, ſt od fo cloſe to the fire that he burnt 
his boots. An arch rogue, who fat in the chimney- 
corner, cried out to him, dir, Sir, you'll burn your ſpurs 


preſcnily. My boots you mean, I ſuppoſe, ſaid the gentle- 


- 


man. No, Sir, replied the other, they are burnt 


already. 


A gentleman was ſaiing one day at the Tilt Yard 
Cc ſtee houſe, when it rained exceeding hard, that it 
put him in mind of the general deluge. Zoons, Sir, 
ſay s an old campaigner, who ſtood by, Who's that f J 
have heard of all the generals in Europe but him. a 
7 | 5 An 
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An hackney- coachman, who was juſt ſet up, had 


heard that the lawyers uſed to club their three pence a- 
piece, four of them to go to Weſtminſter; and being 


© © called by a lawyer at Temple-bar, who, with two others 


in their gowns, got into his coach, he was bid to drive 
to Weſtminſter-hall; but the coachman ſtill holding his 
dcor open, as if he waited for mote company, one of the 
: gentlemen aſked him why he did not ſhut the door, and 
go on. The fellow ſcratching his head, cry'd, You &now, 
. maſter, my fare's. a ſhilling ; ? can't go for nine-pence. 


aA gentleman aſk'd a lad yat Tunbridge, who had made 


a very large acquaintance among the beaus and pretty 
fellows there, What ſhe would do with them all ? 057 

i ſaid the, they paſs off lite the waters, And pray, madam, 
replied the geatleman, do they all paſs the ſame way ? 


Sir Watkin Lewes brought in a bill that wanted ſome 


amendment, which being not attended to by the houſe, 


he frequently repeated, 'I'hat he zhir/fed to mend his bill. 

Upon which, a worthy member got up, and ſaid, Mr. 

- Speaker, I humbly move, ſince that member thirſts Jo very 
much, that he may be allowed to mend his draught. This 
put the houſe in ſuch a good humour, that his requelt - 


— 


was granted. | __ 


* 


In the reign of Queen Anne, when it was ſaid the 
Lord Oxford had got a number of peers made at once 
to ſerve a particular turn,” being met the next day by 


my Lord Wharton; So, Robin, ſaid he, I fnd what you 


loft by tricks, you have gain'd by honours, 


There being a great diſturbance one night at Drury- 
lane play-houlſe, Mr. Palmer coming on the ſtage to ſay 
ſomething to pacify the audience, and an orange being 
thrown full at him, which when he had taken up, 
making a low bow, with the orangs in his hand, This is 
uo civil orange, I think, ſaid he. | 5 


A gentleman lately come from the country, being in 
the Pit of Drury-lane Theatre, ſaw a very beautiful 
modeſt looking girl, in one of he green boxes, with an- 
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dther more eldeily lady; and ſo ſtruck was he by the 
delicacy and ſu eetneſs that appeared in her, that, after 
the play, nothing would ſerve him but he muſt go up 
where ſhe fat, to have the pleaſure of being nearer, He 
went accordingly, got in the very row behind, and ſoon 
after took an opportunity of offering her and her com - 
pauion oranges, which they very politely accepted, For 
ſome time the gentleman was liſtening with impatience 
to hear what the charming girl would fay; but be 
could get but little ſatis faction, ſuch was her reſervedneſs, 
till the entertainment begun, which happened to be the 
elopement, where harlequin makes a prodigious leap; 
this he had no ſconer compleated than miſs, punching 
her companion with her elbow, cried, Blood and Ours, 
Nell, aid you twig that? D—m the fellow's limbs, what 
« ſpring be has in his crupper ! | 


A country gentleman juſt come to London, was very 
defirous of ſeeing every thing curious; and after having 
paid viſits to the Abbey, the Lions, &c. begged the 
favour of a friend, at whoſe houſe he lodged, to take 
him to Bedlam. The friend conſented, but having oc- 
caſion to traniaQt ſome buſineſs in the city, made the 
Stock Exchange in his way; aſter he had been ſome 
time in the coffee-houſe, he miſſed his country viſitor, 
and coming out to look for him, found him at the door, 
Why don't you come in? ſays he. Come in! cried the 
other, Zounds, what do you mean? They are al! looſc. 

A certain punſter being at dinner at a tavern, where 
there was a diſh of green peas, which the cook had boiled 
very yellow, Here, — ſaid he, calling to one of the 


Walters, take theſe peas to your cook, and deſire her to 


carry them to Hammerſmith. One of the company 
aſking what ſhe ſhould do with them there? Why, you 
blockhead, added he, 1s not that the way ts Turn- en- 
green? | | | 
A gentleman one day reproached his wife with the 
* prodigious ſums of money ſhe laid out in finery. When 
bad a girl, ſaid he, before I married, it ſeldom coſt me 
above a guinea; but was I to keep an accompt, Iam 
- ſure I never enjoy you that it coſts me leſs than ſive.— 
Lhat's no fault of mine, my dear, replied the wife, I am 
| | __ always 
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always at your bewies, come as often as you will; N 


do not you contri ue that it ſhould not coſt you above half -a- 


crown a time ? 


A young lady being at table where there was a 
ſweet meat, called white pot, which is a ſort of cuſtard. 
udding, the miſtreſs of the houſe aſk'd her how ſhe 
lik'd it? Oh ma'am, anſwered ſhe, I /ike avhite pud- 


dungs of all things; but I think they are beſt when they 


are g. 


In an aſſembly, where ſeveral perſons of both ſexes 
were playing and romping together, a lady ſuffered her 
temper to get ſo much the better of her, upon ſome tri- 
fling occaſion, as to give a gentleman a ſlap on the face; 
upon which, he being very ſtrong, lifted her from the 


ground, and pulling up her petticoats be{ore all the 


company, Ladies and Gentlemen, ſaid he, look, if you 
pleaſe, and tell me what ſex I have got here? Vit is a 
man, I muſt cut his throat ; if a woman, I fhall take no 
farther notice of her, | | 

A gentleman looking after a boy to wait on him, ard 
not being able to get ane readily, complained to a good 
woman, a neizhbour of his, ſaying, he wanted a little 


Son of a whore for a foot-boy; Heaven bleſs you, Sir, 


ſaid me, Take my ſon, I'll anſaver fer bis being all you 
wiſh. 


A judge in a town in Italy condemned a poor fellow 
to be * but it being a place where executions 
were not 


to make one; he, however, having been employed at 
different times to perform the ſame ſervice before (which 
he had never been paid for) he abſolutely refuſed, with- 
out having the money for his wood and labour in hand. 
The judge in a great paſſion, immediately ſent for the 
carpenter, and defired to know how he dared to refuſe 
making the gallows, according to his command; to 
which the other replied, It's very t; ue, I refuſed to make 


it for the jailor, A I made others for him be- 


fore 
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requent, there was never a gallows ready. 
Upon this the jailor ſent to the carpenter of the quarter 


— 
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fore, for which he never paid me; but if I had known 
_ the gallows had been for yeur Worſhip, I would have got it 
ready with all my heart. 


A noble lord joined, the oppoſition, when a member 
of the Houſe of Commons, againſt Lord North, and ſo 
violent was he for the deſtruction of that miniſter, that 
having returned one day from the Houſe of Commons, 
he ſucdenly exclaimed, “I have got it! here it is! I 
have it in my pocket!“ „ What have you got? en- 
quired his 1 dy.” I have, replied he, the head of Lord 
Noth in my pocket.” * Then put it on your own 
ſhoulders, you fool.“ 8 


One of the managers of Covent- Garden Theatre, at 
fifty years of age, went to Paris to learn French. Foote 
coming there, the manager aſk'd him, If he could put 
him in a way to attain the language, for that he had 
tried every method in vain to get it into his head. Why, 
ſlays the wit, there is but one me.hod left, get the laſt 
and beſt edition of Boyer's Dictionary, pound it well in 
a mortar, mix it up with ſome mutton, and take it every 
morning as a giitt-r; if you can't get it into your head, 
£8 ia o your tail.“ " | 


Mr. Palmer, of Drury-lane Theatre, was accuſtomed, 
when young, to ſtick up the bills for the play-houſle ; 
' ſome nights ago at the Roſe, a gentleman obſerved, that 
Mr. Palmer was poſieſſed of a great number of jewels, 
and general, carried ſeveral hundred-pounds worth a- 
bout him. Indeed, anſwers Mr Garrick, I remem- 
ber the time when he carried nuthing but paſte,” 


When Herries was holding forth one evening, at the 
meeting houſe in the Old Jeary, and explaining to 
them the reaſon of their meeting in a houſe, rather than 
preaching in the open field, he obſerved that a houſe had 
many conveniences that were too many to be enumerat - 
ed at preſent; but he could not reſiſt mentioning one or 
two cf tiem. © Firſt, that à lady was in danger of being 
turned topſey turvy in getting over tiles, and that a 
' gentleman. c.uld ea/e any lady by fanding, in a pew; 
pe p £4 whereas 
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whereas, he could ſpeak from his own knowledge, that 
at field preaching, many irregularities were often com- 

- mitted, ſuch as giving young girls green gowns, and 
very often ſhort aprons. He wiſhed | 


« His ſair audience would keep in mind. 
That which once loſt they ne'er can find; 
And that thoſe that run might read, 

He meant, the loſing of their maidenhead.”? 


Lady Bridget Lane, now Lady Bridget Marſh, was 
preſiding one evening at the table, one of her ruffles 
caught the fire of a candle; Lord Littleton, who was 
one of the party, and intending to be witty on the ac- 
cident, ſaid, * he did not think her lad; ſhip ſo apt to 
take fire ;* nor am IJ, my lord, from ſuch a art as 
you.“ 


Dr. Pitcairn, an eminent phyſician, who had accuſ- 


tomed himielf to expect exhorbitant fees, having at- 
tended Mr. Garrick . tome years ago, when he was a 


little indiſpoſed, received from him two guineas for 
every viſit, was very much ſurprized, when at length 


be gave him but one; and affecting to look on the 


floor, as if in ſearch of ſomething, Mr. Garrick aſked 
him what he had loſt, Sir, replied the Doctor, I believe 


I have dropt a guinea.” No, Doctor, replied Mr. Gar- 


rick, It is I that have dropt a guinea.” This .rebuke 
rendered him more moderate afterwards, 8 


The King riding out one morning on Richmond- 


hill, being ſtruck with the ſituation, 1eatne's and ele- 
*gance of the late Blanchard's houſe, asked whoſt it 
was? being told it belonged to a card- maler, Why, 


ſays his Mjeſty, with ſome turprize, One would think 
all the man's cards had turned up trumps ! 


Mr. Wortley Montague, formerly ambaſſador at 


| 1 was one day travelling through Hol- 
he price of every thing is asked before it is 


land, when 
beſpoke, to prevent impoſition ; enquired of the maſter 


of an inn, where he had ſtopped and propoſed to dine, 
what would be the price of a fine pheaſant ha ts = 
| oule ? 
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houſe? One guinea, Sir, replied the Hollander.“ 
The gentleman immediately ordered it to be dreſſed, and 
when it was brought to the table, with a conſequential 
air, deſired Mynheer to ct him e one fix-penny worth, 


A plain downright Berkſhire countryman, being a 
witneſs in a caule at Guildhall, was asked by Mr, 
Wallace, the council for the oppoſite party, how now, 
you fellow in the leather doublet, what are you to have 


for ſwearing ?? Pleaſe your worſhip, quoth the country- - 


man, if you get no more by bawling and lying than F 
do by ſwearing, you will ſoon be in a leather doublet as 
well as I. : 


Mr. Dias, a well-known Jew bail, and .remarkable 
for the great quantity of lace on his cloaths, was offer- 
ing himſelf as bail for a party, in a cauſe depending 
before Lord Mansfield ; the attorney for the plaintiff 
doubting Mr. Dias as ſufficient bail; Lord Mansfield 
aſked the attorney how he could doubt it, for he was 
ſure that the gentleman would burn for more. | 


A young ſprig of nobility, who imagined that wit 
and a peerage were conſentaneous, faid once to a poor 
clergyman, (the conſtant butt of fools of fortune) who 
happened to fit next a gooſe, © Doctor, with all your 
learning, can you tell me, why the gooſe is always 
placed next to the parſon ?* * Indeed, my Lord,” re. 
plied he, I cannot; but whenever I ſee a gooſe again, 
Tall certainly think of your lordſhip,” 


Dr. Sterne, the celebrated Yorick, was once in the 
coffee-room of an inn at York, along with ſome other 
gentlemen of the church, when a young fellow came in, 
who. gave general offence to the company, by declaim- 
ing againſt the hypocriſy of the clergy. After this 


would-be-wit had gone on ſome time triumphantly, as 


he ſeemed to think, he appealed to Sterne for the truth 


of his aſſertions ; who, inſtead of making a direct an- 


ſwer, began a humourous diſſertation on his dog. My 


dog, fir,” ſays he, is the handſomeſt dog you ever ſaw ; 


he is ſprightly, good-natured, and, at firſt ſight, charms 
| every 


* 


4 
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every body; but he has an ugly trick, which ſpoils all 


his good qualities :—he never ſees a parſon,” continued 


the humouriſt, * but he flies at him. How long has 


he had that trick?“ ſays the other. Ever ſince he was 


a puppy, replied Sterne, h 


A nobleman, of large fortune, on occaſion of his 
daughter's marriage, which was celebrated at his coun- 


try ſeat, had invited all his tenants and country neigh- | 


bours to an entertainment, which he made on that occa- 
fion. Seveial of the nobility and gentry being preſent, 
ali the country paſtimes, ſuch as cudgelling, foot-ball, 
Ec. were exhibited, for their diverſion, Amongſt other 
maggots, there was a ſmoaking-match, for a laced hat, 


on the following terms; each candidate was to have a 


quart of ale, and a quarter of a pound of tobacco, and 
he who firſt finiſhed his tobacco was to be the winner. 
Many candidates were entered; and a ſtage was 
erected for the performance, with ſeats for the ſmoakers, 
and others for the nobleman and his friends. Juſt as 
they were going to begin, a countryman driving a wag- 
gon along the road near which the ſtage ſtood, enquired 


What was the matter, and, being informed, Well, 


fays he, and maun't I ſmo-ak too?“ He was told he 
might, provided he would mount the ſtage, © Noe, noe, 
ſays he, an iſe ſmo-ak, iſe fit i“ t' waggon,” This 
was agrecd to, as he would be in full view of the com- 
pany, and they promiſed themſelves an addition to 
their entertainment from this new competitor, who had 
ſtarted at the poſt, The contention then began; and 
the ſmoakers on the ſtage filled the air with clouds of 


- Innocent ſmoak; at the ſame time now and then juſt 


wetting their mouths, to eke out their liquor as much as 
poſſible. The waggoner ſat ſmoaking very deliberately 
in his carriage, and when his pipe was about half out, 
he took a good hearty ſwig at his pitcher, ſaying, * All 


your healths, maiſters, and when it was quite out, he 


repeated his doſe and his toaſt. At this the company 
were highly delighted, concluding he muſt, if he went 
on ſo, be quite choaked with thirſt, before he had con- 
ſumed half his eargo of tobacco. However, he ſmoak- 


ed his ſecond pipe, in the ſame manner as the ORs 
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Sancho Panca, when Governor of Barataria, However, 


[+50 EF = 

and having finiſhed that and his liquor together, heroſe 
up, and making one of his own bows, took off his hat, 
ſaying, Thank ye, thank ye, Maifters [a good baiting- 
lace, faith 3 and away he drove. | 3 


The facetious Dean Swift, hearing two of his ſervants 


. diſputing, which of them was to carry the Dean's boots, 


to a place where he was to take horſe, called them in, 


and aſked them what they were quarrelling about? 
Both anſwered, * Nothing.“ Very well, ſaid the 


Dean, then go and fetch me my boots.“ The boots 
being brought accordingly, be gave tot each of them 


one, ſaying, Do you take this boot, and do you take 


that; and do you go on this ſide the way, and do you 
go on t'other; and wait for me where the horſe is,—[ 
know you were quarrelling about nothing.” 


___ A humourous fellow, a carpenter, being ſuppœned as 


a witneſs, on a trial for an aſſault, one of the counſel 
uv ho was very apt to brow-heat the witneſſes, aſked, 
„What diſtance he was from the parties when the aſ- 


fault happened?“ The carpenter anſwered, © Juſt four 


feet five inches and an half.” How came you to be fo 


very exact? ſaid the counſellor, * Becauſe I expected 
ſome fool would aſk me, anſwered the witneſs, and ſo 


I meafured it. 


The late Duke of Bedford, upon ſome joyous family 


occaſion, kept open houſe for ſeveral days together. A 
gentleman having dined regularly the two or three firſt 


days, at the table provided for his Grace and particular 


friends, they thought he intruded too far, eſperially as 
he was an entire ſtranger, and, with the Duke's per- 
miſſion, determined to have ſport with him, if he ſhould 


come again. They ſettled their plan, and directed two of 


the ſervants how to behave, The next day, at dinner- 


time, he came again, and fat down to dinner; but when 


one of the inſtructed ſervants handed him a plate on one 


. fide, his comrade whipped it away on the other, and 


this they continued till the table was cleared, ſo that 
the poor gentleman made much ſuch another meal as 


he 


3 E . 

ke took it all without appearing in the leaſt diſconcerted 
or diſpleaied ; and ſat with the company till the uſual 
time of breaking up, when he genteelly took leaveand 
withdrew. They now thought they had certainly got 
rid of him; but what was their ſurprzze to ſee him ap- 
pear again the ſucceeding day! In ſhort, when they 


were all ſeated, the ſervants were going to repeat the 


trick of the day before; but the gentleman ſeizing the 


Plate, and taking a ſmall hammer and nail-out of his 


pocket, very deliberately faſtened it to the table. The 
company nc w were more ſurprized than ever: At laſt, 
one of them deſired to know his reaſon for ſuch uncom- 
mon behaviour. II zell you Sir, ſaid he, I have had 
the honour of dining for three or four days paſt with fome 
of the firſt perſonages in the kingdom, [here he named moſt 
of the company preſent,] and yefterday, continued he, 
with, I belicve, the moſt ancient peer of the realm ; no life a 
per/on than Dake Humphry himſelf; but to-day, 4 am deter- 


"mined to dine with the Duke of Bedford. 


| | Quin, the celebrated comedian, being informed that 
Thompſon, the author of the Seaſons, was confined in 
a ſpunging-houſe for a debt of about ſeventy pounds, 


he repaired to the place, and was introduced to the un- 


fortunate bard. Thompſon was much ſurprized to ſee 
Quin in ſuch a place, and the more ſo, when the latter 
ſaid he came to ſup with him ; being conſcious he did 
not poſſeſs money enough to. procure one, and that no 
credit was to be expected in thoſe inhoſpitable regions; 
however, Quin diſpelled his anxiety, dy informing him 


that ſuppoſing it would be inconvenient to have a ſupper 


dreſſed 1n the place where they were, he had ordered 
one from a neighbouring tavern ; and half a dozen of 
claret was immediately brought in by way of : prologue. 
Supper being over, and having drank pretty freely, 
Quin ſaid to his companion, It 7s now time to ſettle our 


«accounts, This ſyeech alarmed the poet: but Quin, 


perceiving his embarraſſment, continued thus, Sir, the 


pleaſure 1 have received from the peruſal of your writings, 
cannot eftimate at leſs than one bundred pounds, and J inſift 
upon now paying the debt. Then, flinging down a note. 


of the above value, he went off abruptly, without giving 
the aſtoniſhed poet time to reply. 
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That merry monarch, Charles II. being playing at 
cards in public with ſome of his courtiers, the Duke of 
Buckingham, who was one of the company, and who 
ſat oppoſite to the King, took a gold ſnuff-box out of his 
pocket, and after taking a pinch, laid it careleſsly by 
him on the table. A very well-dreſſed man, but a 
ſtranger, came behind the duke, took the box unper- 
ceived from him, and put it in his pocket ; but, ob- 
Terving the king's eye on him, he put his finger to his 
noſe, and winked at the king, as much as to ſay, take 
no notice and we ſhall have ſome ſport.” The com - 
pany played on, but the king at laſt miſſing his acquain- 
tance, and beginning to ſuſpeR a trick, ſays to the duke, 
Buckingham, give me a pinch of ſnuff?' The duke, 
miſſing bis box, was greatly chagrined, ſaying, It was 
a family piece, which he would not loſe for double the 
value.“ The king, at laſt, told him, he believed he 
could inform him who had got it.“ Who?” aſked the 
duke impatiently. * Did you not obſerve a ftrapger,” 
lays the king, * drefſed in ſuch a manner?“ I did, 
ſays the duke, Whois he ?? That I cannot tell,“ ſays 
the king; but I ſaw him take the box, and he nodded 
at me to take no notice.“ Good God, ſays the Duke, 
© and why did you not tell me of it?* I could not,” 
replies the king, * becauſe, you know, I was upon ho- 
nour with him.“ : 


A gentleman ſupping at an inn, in a little borough. 
town, when the cloth was taken away, the landlord en- 
quired how he liked his fare? Extremely well,” ſaid 
the gentleman, * I have ſupped as well as any man in 
the — * Except Mr. Mayor, ſaid the land- 
lord. I except nobody' ſays the gentleman, You 
muſt,” ſays the landlord; * I won't, ſays the gentleman. 
In ſhort, their diſpute grew ſo high, that the landlord, 
who was a ſubaltern magiſtrate, but neither a Solon or 
Lycurgus) took the gentleman before the Mayor. That 


magiſtrate, whoſe underſtanding was in exact equilibrio 


with that of the landlord, gravely told the gentleman, 
That the cuſtom of excepting Mr. Mayor, had obtained 


in that place time out of mind; that every one was 


obliged to conform to it; and that he fined him a ſhil- 
ling 
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lirg for refuſing.“ Very well,“ anſwered the gentle” 
man, there is the ſhilling ;= but may I be hang'd, if 
that fellow who brought me here, is not the greateſt 
fool in Chriftendom,—except you, Mr. Mayor.” 


The late Lerd Baltimore had a ſeat at Erith, in Kent, 
where, with the gentlemen of the neighbourhood (all 
members of the aſſociation for the preſervaticn of the 
game) he eſtabliſhed a kind of ſporting ſ ciety, who 
took it in rotation to treat the company, after the chace, 
at their reſpective homes. A baker of Deptford, a keen 

ortſman, who had often joined the hunt, and break- 
faſted with them, one morning invited the company 
home to his houſe, and 3 accepted the invitation; 
but ſuſpecting, from his buſineſ+, that he was not qua- 
lified, one of them was pitched on to ſatisfy them in that 

articular, This the perſon did in as ſoft a manner as 
he could, when the baker anſwered, «* Gentlemen, 1 
very much applaud your care in preſerving the game; 
and will produce my qualifieations immediately.“ Then, 
calling for pen and ink, he wrote down twenty pounds 
a year in one county, thirty in another, and fo on till 
it amounted in the whole to near tour hundred per an- 


num, and giving the paper to the inquirer, ſaid, 


« There, Sir, are my qualifications, and not a foot 
mortgaged, by Jove.” Then taking a tayior's bill and 
receipt out of his pocket-book, and flinging it on the 
table, And there, gentlemen,” ſaid he, is another, 
which, poffibly, ſome of the company cannot match.“ 


Two ſuttling women, one Engliſh the other Scotch, 
in the Duke of Marlborough's army, diſcourüng of an 
engagement which was expected to be very near, © Well, 
ſays the Engliſh woman, God ftand by the right !'— 
« Godſwarbit,* anſwers Moggy, Geud ſtand by Hamil- 


ton's regiment, richt or Wrong!“ 


Some years ago a country fellow, in a waggoner's 
frock, went into a tavern at York, which was the con- 
Rant evening reſort of the performers of the York Com- 

any, and aſked the Landlord, if the players did not uſe 


his houſe ? and was anſwered in the affirmative. © And 
| mought'nt 


EF 


moughtn't J ſpe· ak to un ” ſays the countryman ; © for 


1 wants to bea pia er myſelf.“ «© Certainly,” ſays the 
Landlord. (who in ſuch houſes generally contract 
| ſmattering of the vivacity of their uſtomers) i ſtep 

in, and ſpeak to them; there are ſeveral now in the 
parlour.“ The company being informed by the land- 
lord, that there was a countryman without, who wanted 
to be an actor, and who he- fancied would yield them 
ſome diverſion, ordere't him in. When introduced, he 
Was aſked, if he had ever-performed- any parts? *© Yes 
lays he, I have. played Hector of Tro /;' and menti- 
oned ſeveral other parts in the Bartholomew-fair ſtyle. 


They then deſired him to favour them with a ſpeech or 


. TWO, which he did in his ruſtic manner, to the no ſtall 
entertainment of his audience; who, after greatly ex- 
tolling his performance, told him to come (o the play- 
: houſe at eleven the next morning, and they wou'd. re- 
-commend.him to the manager. The man was punctual 
to the time, and the manager having been prepared by 
the players, received him very civilly, and heard him 
repeat all the rubbiſh of -the preceding night, with 
great ſatis faction At laſt, ſays the countryman, * I can 
play a ghoaſt 100; but I mun ha' one of your ſhort 
licks for't, becauſe mine's too long! What, the 
Ghoſt in Hamlet, I ſuppoſe d' ſays the manager. Ay, 
ay, ſays the fellow, that's it'. A truncheon was. im- 
mediately ordered, and, while it was bringing, our 
country man ſaying, I mun change my coat now, ilip- 
ped off his frock, and diſcovered à very genteel perſon 
in a decayed ſuit of mourning, which a good deal ſtartled 
the ſpectators ; but the truncheon being brought, be di- 
rectiy diſcarded the country man, and putting himſelf in 
a moſt ſtriking attitude, with his eyes fixed on the ma- 
nager, began, Mark me!“ * On my foul; I do, Sip! 
replied the manager, but pray go on.“ He aid. le, 
and finiſhed the ſpeech in a very maſterly manner, to 
the ſurprize and confuſion of thoſe who had been ſo 


merry at his former behaviour. When he had finiſhed, 


the manager deſired to know the reaſon of his aſſuming 
ſo ſtrange an appearance? I'Il tell you, Sir,” ſaid he, 
I think myſelt qualified to be uſeful as an actor; but 
as I had nobody to recommend me (not chuſing to in- 


The gbeſt's firſt expreſſion. 
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. | 
form my friends of my deſign) I thought if I could in- 
tro uce myſelf to your notice as a fool, I might poſſibly 
convince you I was capable of appearing in another caſt. 
The manager engaged him direfly, and he continued 
two years the chief man in that company, and is now 
one of the firſt in London. 5 of 


| A hackney' coachman, who had, had a pretty good 


day, after taking care of the horſes, retired to the ne- 
ceſſary in the coach-yard, ' which adjoining to that ap- 
propriated to the uſe of his maſter's family, and where 
his maſter then happened to be. Our Jehu, not ſuſ- 
pecting he had any neighbours, began to divide his 
earnings, in a manner, ſaid to be not uncommon among 
the brothers of the whip, as follows, ** A ſhilling for 
maſter, a ſhilling for myſelt;” which ke continued till 
he came to an odd ſix pence, which puzzled him a good 
deal, as he was willing to make a fair divifion, The 
maſter overhearing bis perplexity, fays to him, “ You 
may as well let me have that fix-pence, John; becauſe 
I keep the horſes, you know.“ l 


A company of ſoldiers marching in great ſtate through 
a country town, the Captain obſerved one of the drum- 
mers did not beat; ind ordered a Lieutenant to enquire 
the reaſon 
him, whiſpered in his ear, I have got two geeſe and 


a turkey in my drum; and the turkey is for his honour,” 


This being rewhiſpered to the Captain by the Lieute- 
nant, Very well,” ſaid he aloud, “but why did not 


the fooliſh fellow tell me before, that he had the rheu- 


matiſm? I never want men to do their duty, when they 
are not able,” | 


Some young gentlemen drinking at a tavern, hap- 


pened, amongſt other things, to fall on the ſubje& of : 


apparirions, the exiſtence of which one of them abſo- 
lutely denied; and, as a proof of his fearleſſaeis as to 


things of tkat nature, he undertook, in conſequence of 
a wager, to bring off a ſcull from a neighbouring bone- 


houſe, at the dreadful hour of twelve at night. The 
Sexton, for a proper acknowledgement, agreed to leave 
| the 
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The Drummer, on, the Lieutenant's aſking | 
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the door open, that nothing might obſtruct him. Our 
adventurer arrived at the gloomy ſcene (intirely ignorant 
that one of his companions had got there before him) 
groped among the bones, picked up a ſcull, and was 
marching off; when a hollow voice called him back, 
ſaying, © That's my ſcull.* Very well,” ſays our hero, 
then I muſt have another.“ The ſecond, and two or 
three 1ucceeding ones, were claimed by the voice as be- 
longing to different relations of his. At laſt, havin 
picked up another, he ſays, I muſt have one be it 
whoſe it may,” and away he ran. When he got back to 
his company, There, ſays he, flinging the ſcull upon 
the table, there's a ſcull, but I'll be ſhot, if the owner 
is not coming for it.“ 


joe Spiller, the celebrated comedian, being to give 

out a play on a Saturday evening, addreſſed the audi- 

ence in the following manner, Ladies and gentlemen, 

to-morrow,” but was interrupted by a perſon in the pit, 

who told him, To-morrow was Sunday.“ I know it, 
Sir,“ replied the droll ;- and then gravely went on, 
Bf | /. « To-morrow will be preached at the pariſh church of 
3 BIT St. Andrew, Holborn, a charity ſermon, for the benefit 
| of a number of poor boys and girls; and, on Monday, 
| will be preſented, in this place, a comedy, &c. for the 
benefit, &c. | 


| ö The morning before the battle of Roucoux, in 1746, 
15 the brave Earl of Crauford, accompanied by his aid-de - 

g camp, and a few volunteers, rode out to reconnoitre the 
| | fituation of the French army, and fell in with -one of 
{ their advanced guards, The French officer immediately 
| drew up his men, who had preſented their pieces before 
| the Earl obſerved them Not in the leaſt diſconcerted, 
the Earl rode up to the Frenchman, and told him in 
| EY the French language, which he ſpoke with the greateſt 
| fluency, Ceremony was unnecef.ary on ſo buly a day 
| . as that was expected to be; and then aſked, if he had 
141 ſeen any of the enemy ?* Being anſwed, No ;* Very 
| well,” ſaid the Earl, keep ſtrict guar, and if you are 
18 | attacked, depend on't, you ſhall be well ſupported.* He 
| | And his companions then rode off, and left the French- 
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man to recover at leiſure from the flate of amazement 
into which the Earl's behaviour had thrown. him. The 
battle turned in favour of the French, and an Auſtrian 
officer, who had been made priioner in the courſe of it, 
dined v ith Count Saxe, who (having been informed of 
the above whimſical ren.ounter) when he diſr:{f[24 him 
on his parole, begged him to pieſ-nt his compliments to 
Lord Crauford, and tell him, added he, “I wiſh him joy 


of his French commiſſion, but ara very forty I had not 


the pleaſure of his company to dinner,” 


Two ſailors (one Iriſh the other Engliſh) agreed re- 
ciprocally to take care of each other, in caſe of either's 
being wounded in an action then about to commence, It 
was not long before the Engliſhman's leg was ſhot off 
by a cannon-ball; and, on his calling to Paddy to carry 
him to the Doctor, according to their agreement, the 
other very readily complied ; but he had ſcarcely got his 
wounded companion on. his back, when a ſecond ball 
ſtruck off the poor fellow's head. Paddy, who, through 
the noiſe and diſturbance common in a ſea engagement, 
had not perceived his friend's laſt mi fortune, continued 
to make the beſt of his way to the Surgeon. An officer 
obſerving him with a heauleſs trunk upon his ſhouiders, 
aſked him where he was going? To the Docter, ſays 
Paddy. The Dodter, ſays the officer, why, you o:0ckbead, 
the man has loft bis head, On hearing this, he flung the 
oy from his ſhou ders, and looking at it very atten» 
tively, By my own Shou, ſays he, be told me it was 
bis keg 1 


A certain Quaker (very rich and very obſtinate) con- 


ſtantly rode every evening to a village not far from town, 


and, as a proof of his humility, made it a rule never to 
turn out of his track for any one. A young buck un- 
dertopk for a wager, to make friend Aminidab, for once, 
at leaſt, give way, without uſing , an; force or violence. 
At the proper time (for the Quaker was as regular as 
the clock) the young fellow ſct out on horſeback, and, 
ſoon ſeeing the Quaker at a diſtance, rob e on, till his 
Horſe's noſe touched that uf the Quaker's; u hen both 
ſtopped, and ſat ſome time looking at each other. At 
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length the buck, with great compoſure, taking out a 
ipe, filled, and lighted it, by the help of a piſtol tinder- 
Lows then leaning his elbow upon the pummel of his 
ſaddie, ſinoaked it out very deliberately, looking ſted - 
faſtly all the while in the Quaker's face. His pipe out, 
he began to recharge, which the Quaker ſeeing, imme- 
diately turned his horſe's ead, ſaying, as he agg his 
opponent, Friend, thou beef? a very obſtinate fellow. 


An Engliſ» drummer, who was made priſoner in a 
fcirmiſhing party, during Marlborough's wars, being a 
well- made perſonable man, attracted the attention of the 
French commander; who called him, and, among other 
things, aſked, if he was well acquainted with his duty, 
v hich the drammer anſwered in the affirmative, - The 
officer then ordered a drum to be brought him, and bid 
him beat ſeveral different marches, French and Engliſh, 
all which he did with great adroitneſs. The officer at 
laſt bid him beat a retreat, Tour honour muſt excuſe me, 
{aid the drummer, I was never iaught that in England. 


The late king of Pruſſia, at a review of his gigantic 
regiment (of W. ich he was very proud) asked the foreign 
Miniſters attending him, What they thought of them? 
and whether they imagined an equal number of their 
maſters troops could beat them? To this, in complai- 
ſance to the King's foible, they all anſwered in the nega- 
tive; but the ſame queſtion being put to the Britiſh Am- 
baſſador, the great Eail of Stair, I din“ knew, my lord, 


replied he, but of this am well aſſured, that half the 
number Wou'd try. 


At the conteſted election for the City of Weſtminſter, 
between Lord Trentham (now Earl Gower) and Sir 
George Vandeput, lohn Glynn, Eiq; (father to the late 

Serjeant Glynn) went in a, plain dreſs to the huſtings in 
Covent-Garden, to poll, and was interrogated by one of. 

the clerks with all the inſolence of office, with, Vell, dir, 
who are you ? what is your name? John Glynn. Where « 
do you ve & In — ſtreet, Weſtminſter. Nat trade 
are you? A very poor trade indeed, Sir, replied Mr. 


ber of parliament, 
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A highwayman and a chimney ſweeper were con- 
demned to be hang'd the ſame day at Tyburn, the firſt 


for an exploit on the highway, the latter for a more ig- 


noble robbery. The highway man was drefle in icar:et, 
and mounted the cart «ith alacrity ; the chimaey-ſweep- 
er followed him ſlowly. While the clergyman was 
pray ing with fervor, the gay robber was attentive, and 
the other approached near to his fe low ſufferer to par- 
take of the ſame benefit, but met with a repulſive look 
from his companion, which kept him at ſome diltance. 
But forgetting this angry warning, he preſumed ſtill to 
come nearer, when the highwayman, with ſome diidain, 
ſaid, Keep farther off, can't you ?—Sir, replied ſweep, 1 


avon't keep off ; and lit me tell you, I bave as much ri , 


| be hang'd as you / 


A few years ago, Foote went to ſpend his Chriſtnas 
with the late Charles Bryan, Eſq; when the wea- 
ther being very cold, and but bad fires, occafioned by a 
ſcarcity of wood in the houſe,- Foote was determine to 
make his viſit as ſhort as poſlible ; acco dingly, on the 
third day after he went there, he ordered his chaiſe, ar.d 
was preparing to ſet out for town. Mr. Bryan 
ſeeing him with his boots on in the morning, aſked him 
what hurry he was in, and preſſed him to ſtay. No, 
no,“ ſays Foote, * was I to ſtay any longer, jou would 
not let me have @ leg to fand on ny, ſue,” ſays 
Mr. Bryan, we do not drink fo hard.” 0 
ſays the wit, but there is fo little wood in your houſe, 
that I am afraid one of your ſervants may light the fires 
iome morning with my right leg. 


4” 


General Burgoyne being at a country play laſt ſum» 
the 


mer, the entertainment happened to be the Stage Coach, 
which was acted fo wretcheoly, that it was impoſhble to 


make head er tail of it; as ſoon as the curtain cloſed, 
and one of the performers came to give out the next 


1 


| ye the General, will * be ſo good ta let me know 


play, the General begged leave to aſk the name of the 
© entertainment juſt finiſhed. * The Stage Coach, vir," 
ſays Buſkin, bowing very reſpectſully, O then, Sir, 


when 
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faſſenger. ; | 


Counſellor Harwood, a late celebrated Iriſh lawyer, 
as remarkable for his &rogue, as for his bor-mots ; being 
counſel againſt a young officer, who was indicted for a 
very indecent aſſault, opened the court in the following 
manner: My lord, I am counſel in this cauſe for the 
crown, and I am firſt to acquaint your loriſhip that this 


foldier here — Stop, Sir,” ſays the ignorant military 


hero, (who thought he uſed the word eier as a term of 
reproach) I would have you know, Sir, I am an officer.“ 
Oh, Sir, | beg your pardon,“ ſays the counſellor, very 
drily, „ why then, my lord, to ip-ak more correctly, 
this officer here, who is no /o/dier—? 


Lord Townſend, when young, being at the battle of 


Dettingen, as he was marching dowa pretty cloſe to the 


enemy, was ſo very thoughtful (as uſual with moſt offi- 
cers on their fürſt battle) that he took no.notice of a 
drummer's head that was ſhot off juſt before him, tho? 
he received ſome of the brains on his coat. A veteran 


officer obſerving this, went up to him, and endeavoured _ 


to rouſe him, by telling him, the belt way in theſe caſes 


was not to think at all. Oh ! dear Sir, ſays his ord- 


ſhip with g:eat preſence of mind, you entireiy miſtake 
my reverie, I have been only thinking what the devil 
could bring this little drummer here, who ſeemed to poſ- 


ſels tuch a quantity of brains 


A handſome young woman, who was a witneſs in a 
trial of crim. con. before Lord Mansficld, was interro- 
gated by Counſellor Dunning, who thinking to canfuſe 
the woman, made her take off her bonnet, that he 
might have a view of her countenance, and ſee (for all 
counſellors are complete judges of phyſiognomy) whe- 
ther the truth came from her lips. After he had put 
many ridiculous queſtions to her, he aſked her whether 
her miſtreſs had ever communicated the important ſecret 


to her? No, Sir,” ſaid the woman, *« ſhe never did.“ 


Aud how can you ſwear to her infidelity? * Becauſe 1 


. ſaw another gentleman beſides m/ maſter in bed with 


her. 


when you perform this again, that I may be an outfide 


a7 


| her: Indeed ! faid the-countellgr. * Ves, indeed. Sir." 
And pray, my good woman, ſaid the modeſt couniellor, 


thinking to ſilence her at once; did your matter, (tor I 


ſee you are very handſome) in return for his wite's in- 


fidelity, go to bed to , © That trial (ſays the ſpirit- 
ed woman) does not come on to day, Mr. Slabberchops.'— 
Lord Mansfield was tickled to the ſoul, he thruſt his 
han into the waiſtband of his breeches, (his cuſtom 
when highly delighted) and asked Dunning it he nad 
any more interrogatories to put? No, my lord, I have 
done, ſaid the chop-fallen orator, ſettling his wig, and 
ſitting down. 


The well-known Dagger Marr, Tommy Clough, and 
Harry Vaughan, all of Drury lane Theatre, met one 
morning at rehearſal ; Clough, kept his han! in his 
coat .pocket a long time, which Dagger taking notice 


of, asked him what he had got there; I have got a 


pa'tridge, {lazs Clough) which I intend to pteſent to 
the lictte man, meaning Mr. Garrick. * Put! (ſays 


Vaughan) he won't accept cf it. Won't he,“ iazs 


Dagger, who was well acquainted with the pen urious 
Tpirit of Garrick) * yes, by G—, he'll take it, or a roil 
and treacle if you offer it to him,” 


Dagger Marr, who was ever wrangling with the ma- 


nagers of Drury-lane_TFheatre, was very fond of taking 


bread in his pocket, and feeding the ducks in St.James's 
Park; one day, while he thought himſelf unnoticed, 
he obſerved one of the ducks ſwim about as ſwift as any 
three of them, and gobbled up ſo much of the bread, 
that Dagger roared out loud enough ta be heard by 
Garrick,” who was not far behind him, Get out of 
. gobling raſcal, + ſee you are a manager, by 
Goes t* © 4 | 


When Mr. Dibdin was engaged to compoſe the muſic 


for an opera that was to appear at Drury-laue, the na- 


ture of this employment became the ſubject of conver. . 
ſation one night in the green room, It was obſerved by 
one, that the. muſician was deeply indebted to the au- 
thor, - Then (retorted Mr. Banniſter) he is likely I» 
| C 2 * 
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be rid of that incumbrance, for he is at preſent prepar- 
ing to diſcharge it by giving him his notes. 


Foote being ſome time ſince at a nobleman's houſe, 
his lordſhip, as ſoon as dinner was over, ordered a bottle 
of Cape to be ſet on the table, when, after magnifying 
its good qualities, and particularly its age, he ſent it 
round the table in glaſſes that ſcarcel held a thimble. 
full. Fine wine, upon my ſoul (ſays the wit, taſting 
and ſmacking his lips)? Is it not very curious? (ſays 
his lordſhip),* Perfectly ſo indeed (iays the other) «© I 
do not remember to have ſeen any thing ſo little of its 
age in my life before” K 


A brave tar, with a wooden leg, who was on board 
Admiral Parker's fleet in the late engagement with the 
Dutch, having the mis fortune to have the other ſhot off, 
as his comrades were conveying him to the ſurgeon, not- 
withſtanding the poignancy of his agonies (being a man 
of humour) he could not ſuppreſs his joke, ſaying, 1: 

 ewas ib time for him to leave off play, when bis laft pin 
t bewwled down. 5 


When the diſtinguiſhed Major Rogers took up his 
abode in a ſpunging-houſe in Southampton- buildings, 
Ho born, like a true philoſopher, he endeavoured to 
make his ſituation as apreeable as poſſible ; he therefore 
one Cay, out of a whim, ſent caids of invitation to all 

- theb4ilifs who frequented the houſe, to come and dine 
with him. They 9 and being in high 

ſpirits, after dinner, one of them being called upon for 

n toaſt. gave, he d—l ride rough ſhot over the raſcally 

part of the creation.” When every body. was, going to 

drink the toaſt, the Major, (who was at the bottom of 
the table, ciied out) Stop, gentlemen, every man fill 
a bumper. Oh, there is no occaſion for that, (ſays 

one of the company,) Ves, but there is, (fays the 
Major) confider it is a family toaft, and ought to be tone 
juſtice to.“ | 7 0 a 5 


Foote, whoſe talent lay in lampoon ing and mimick- 
ry, even in his early days, had once got the knack of 
vets Bo 8 imitat- 


(083 


imitating a late general officer in the ſhrug of his ſhoul- 
ders, the liſping of his ſpeech, and ſome other things, 
for which the general was remarkable, ſo that it grew a 
common topic among his acquaintance, who ued to 
ſay, Come Sam, let us have the General's company - 


A friend at length acquainted the officer of it, who ſept © 


for Foote; -* Sir, (ſays the general) I hear you have an 
excellent talent at mimicking characters, and among the 
reſt; I find L have been the ſubject of your ridicule.” * Oh 
Sir, (ſays Foote, with great pleaſantry) I take all my 
acquaintances.off at times, and what is more particular. 
I often take myſelf f. Gad ſo (fays the other) pray 
let us have a ſpecimen.* Foote on this puts on his hat 
and gloves, takes hold of his cane, and making a ſhort 
bow, left the room. The officer waited ſome minutes 
for his return ; bur at length, on enquiry, found he had 
really Nen himſelf off, by leaving the houſe. The offi- 


cer was General Blakeney,with whom he was afterwards 


in the ſtricteſt trienuſhip. : 


A gentleman who called to pay a morning viſit to 
Foote, took notice of a butt of Garrick on his bureau, 
Do you know my reaſons (ſays Foote) for making 
Garrick ſtand centry there ?? © No, (replied his freut) 
placed him there, (reſumed the wit) to take cate of 
my money, for by G— I can't take care of it my- 
ſelf P | | 


Mr. Garrick paſſing through a town in Yorkſhire, 


_ ſeeing the Conſtant Couple, or a Trip to the [ubi.ce, ad- 


vertiſed in the town, waited thaÞ night to ſee the play. 
The Theatre happened to be à barn, and Sir Hurry 
Wildair, the hero, of the piece, a recruiting ſerjeant, who 
wan:ed his left hand, At the opening, Mr. Garrick a- 
tended, as he thought, quite diiguiſed, but it was rot 

the caſe; a man who had been a candle-ſauffer to Dru- 


ry Lane, being one of the company, knew him, and 


communicated this knowledge to the reſt of his brethren. 
A council was inſtantly called in the Green Room, the 


reſult of which was, to return him his entrance- money. 

The man who found out the fecret was deputed for that 

Purpoſe, who accordingly _ round where Mr. Gar- 
L *. * : . | * N 
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vick was ſitting, and (after delivering che compliments 


of the gent!emen of the buſkin, in very polite terms) 
beg ged the acceptance of his ejghteen-pence, as they 
never took any ching from a brother, . 


When Lord Townſend was Viceroy of Ircland, his 


burler, in preparing the cloth for a choice feſtival, was 
unlucky enough to brzak a dozen of china plates, of a 
rare and beautiful pattern. * You Blockhead (cries his 
loroſhip, meeting him preſently after, with another 
dozen in his hand) How did you do it?' Upon my 
ſoul, my lord, they happened to fall juſt ſo, replied'the 
fellow, and inftantly daſhed them alſo upon the marble 
hearth, into a thouſand pieces, | 


When Mr. K. firſt appeared on Drury-lane Theatre, 


in the character of Falſtaff, being a man of ſome genius, 
he uſed to puff conftantly in the news papers, upon his 


excellency in the part, all which, however, availed but | 


litile, as he never could bring a full h6uſe: one Bignell, 
ſitting with a few of the players in the Black Lion, had 
taken up and filled a pipe, the funnel of which was 
opt, an! after ſeveral attempts to light it, he threw it 
down in a paſſion, ſaying, By G—4, gentlemen, I'm 


ke your new Falſtaff; I have been puffing, and pufficg, 


this long while paſt, but all to no purpoſe, for I'll be 


Con; d if I can draw i | 


Lord Hauke, when a young man, was preſſed very 
much by a tay or, to diſcharge a debt which he was at 
that time unable to pay.. You know, Sir, (ſaid Mr. 
Bu:kram) my bill is very long, and frightful to think 


of.” Den it, replied the blunt tar, don't threaten me 


with your bill; my talons will prove a match for your 
bill any hour? | 


Colonel G , coming to Foote in Suffolk-ſtreet, 
in an elegant new phaeton, at parting, deſired Foote 
would come to the door, juſt to look at it: Tis a pret- 
ty thing, (ſaid the Colonel) and I have it on a new 
plan.“ Before I ſet my eyes on it (ſays Foote) my 
dear Colonel, I'm damnably afraid you have it on 
old -plan,—never to pay for it.“ | | 


A 
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W A certain new- created lord, ſtanding at a well-known 
5 book ſeller' ſhop at the Weſt end of the town, a diſſi- 
2 pated young nobleman drove by in a remarkable high 
n 4 phaeton, aud fix as remarkable horſes, Struck with the 
720 tout enſemble of ſuch a groupe, his lordſhip aſk-d, 
=. What ſtrange figure that was ?? Ob, my lord (ſays 


Type, in the true family pronunciation) that is the ce- 


= lebrated Lord , who hath long figured away 
ON in the walks of faſhion and extravagance.'—*;\h ! (ſays 
ER the peer) we have got ſtrange kind of lords now-a-days.” 
, —* Indees, my lord (replied type, without ever mean- 
<4 ing to be pointed,) you may ſay that,” | 
10 Philips, the noted Harlequin, was taken up in London 
for ſuſpicion of debt, and dealt with the hoſt officer 
wok in the following manner: He firſt called for liquor in 
* abundance, and treated all about him, to the no mall 
13 joy of the bailiff, who was rejbiced to have a calf that 
wy bled ſo well, (as they term i.) Harlequn made the 
1 honeſt bailiff believe, that. he had fix dozen of wine 
4 ready packed up, which he would fend for to drink 
* while in cuſtody, and likewiſe allow fix-pence a battie 
it for drinking it in his own chamber. Shoulderdzb |;f- 
£ -tened to the propoſal with pleaſure, The bailiff went 
| to the place, as directed, and returned with joy, to hear 
| that it ſhould be ſent in the morning early. Accord- 
ingly it came by a porter, ſweating under his load: the 
| Turnkey called to his maſter, and told him the porter 
and hamper were come in. Very well (ſays he) then 
* let noth eg Hut the porter and hamper go out.“ The 
wa po ter performed his part very well: came heavily in 
i wich an empty hamper, and feemed tq go lightly out 
with Philips on his back. He was diſhampered at an 
ot alchouſe near the water fide, croſſed the Thames, and 
* ſoon after embarked tor Ireland. He was very fond of 
this trick, and would take pride in his project, which 
a was contrived long before he was taken, to be ready on N 
8 ſuch an emergency. EH CGE \ | 
© „ 1 
1 The wife of a ſarmer near Richmond, was taken in A 
labour: the farmer wiſhe1 for a ſon, and waited in the *.: 508 
next room for the intelligence; it proved a boy, and the e 
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man jomped from his chair, and clapped his hands with 
ext cy. A few minutes after the maid ſervant came in, 
and told him her miſtreſs vas delivered of another 
child, a fine girl:—a girl! (ſaid the farmer with aſto- 
nithment) well, avell, wwe muſt endeaveny to give it a bit 
of read. A ſhort whi e atter the girl appeared a ain 
a told him her miſtreſs was delivered of a lovely Los , 
has, another child] (ſaid the farmer, almeſt frantic 
with ſurprize) a—z it, Nanny, is your miſtreſs pigging ? 


De. Sheridan, the Erle end friend of Snifk, had 's 


cuſtom of ringing his ſcholars to prayers in his ſchool- 


room, at a certain hour every day, The boys were one 
day very devoutly at prayers, except one, who was ſti- 
fiing a laugh as well as he could, which aroſe from ſee- 
ing a rat deſcending from the bell-rope ivto the room. 
] he poor boy could hold out no longer, but burſt into 


an immoderate fit of laughter, which ſet the others. 


a-goinp, when he pointed to the cauſe. Sheridan was ſo 
provoked, that he declared he would whip them all if 
the principal culprit was not pointed out to him; which 


was immediately done. The poor pupil of Momus was 


immediately hoiſted, and his poſteriors laid bare to the 
rod, when the witty ſchoolmaſter told him, if he ſaid 


any thing tolerable on the occaſion, as he looked on 


him 4s the greateſt dunce in his ſchool, be would for- 
give him. The trembling culprit, with very little he- 
ſitation, addreſſed his maſter with the following beauti- 
tul diſtich: | | 


There was a rat—for want of ſtairs, 
Came down a rope to go to pray'rs. 


Sberidan inſtantly dropped the 10d, and, inftead of a 
whipping, gave him half a crown, 


A very extraordinary affair happened lately at Dr. 
Kauerfelto's Exhibition-Room, No 24, Piccadilly ;— 
A Welch gentleman being informed that the DoQos was 
a very great favourite of his Majeſty, and the Royal Fa- 


mily ; being the preateſt philoſopher in the three king - 
_ Boms ; and that he had exhibited ſeveral times before 


the 
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the King, and the whole Royal Family, which raiſed 


the above gentleman's curioſity to ſee that gentlem in's 
exhibition; and what made him more deſirous of ice- 


ing the Doctor, the ſame gentleman, with a-party of 


ladies, had been three nights there, but could not obtain 


any admittance, till ſome evening laſt week, the room 


being ſo much crouded each night; and as ſoon as Dr. 
Katterfeito began to ſhew ſome of his dextrous feats, the 


Welch gentleman ſwore that the Doctor was the diawel? 


the diawwel / which is in Engliſh the devil! So one of the 
gentlemen preſent aſked the Doctor what he had done 
with his black cat and kittens; the Doctor, to the great 


ſurprize of the whole company, conveyed immediately 


one of the kittens into the Welch gentleman's waiitcoat 
pocket, at ſix yards diſtance, purpoſely to make that 
gentleman believe he was the devil ; on finding the kit- 
ten in his waiſtcoat pocket, the above gentleman ran out 
of the room, and cried in the ſtreet, as well as in the ex- 
hibition room, that the diarvel / rhe diawwe! ! was itn 
London ! which cauſed a very great laughter to al the 
company, and tha: gentleman has not been with his 
friends in town ſince. OS | 


Bon Met of the late Counſellor Clive.) It is no ſecr t 
that the marriage of Mrs. Clive, the celebrated come - 
dian, with the Counſellor of that name, was altended 


with continual. jars and ſquabbles; which, according 


to public report, chiefly aroſe from the ſhrewiſh diſpo- 
fitioa of the lady. Ina few months they parted, by 


mutual conſent, to the great ſatisfaction of the hen- 
pecked. Counſellor; who, upon his return, ſoon affe 


to his chambeis in Lincoln's-Inn, from the Weſtern ein- 
Luit, finding his waſherwoman had pawned ſome of his 
linen in his abſence, diſpatehed his footmas to engage 
another ei in that capacity, whoſe honelly might be. 

upon. A laundteſs was ſoon found, and, on 


her waiting upon Mr. Clive, while his man wa: count- 
ing out the dirty cloaths to her, he made ſome enqui- 
nes, which occaſioned the good woman to give him ſome 
d AEGGunt of the many reſpectable people ſhe waſhed for; 

und aſter mentioning the ſatisfaction ſhe had given to 
everal Cerjeants, Beachers, and other limbs of the law, 


Cs ny Sir, 
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Sir, ſays ſhe, T alſo work for à nameſake of your bond 8 


1 nam:/ake of mine ! ſays the counſellor; Yes, and 
pleeſe you, ays ſhe. and a mighty good ſort of a woman too, 
thrf ſhe be one of the pla er, folks. —Oh ! what you waſh 
fer Mrs. Clive, the actress, do yu? — Tes, indeed, Sir, 
and ſhe is one of my beft cuſtomers too. — I, ſhe fo, replied 
the Counſelor, Stop John! 1/5 the eloaths back into the 

cloſet again._—Here, goed woman, ſays the counſellor, 

Ian jorry you bad this trouble——here is half a crown fer 
u; but you.can never waſh for me ;—for I will be d—d 


if ever 1 juf/er my /virt 10 be rubb d againſt ber Jhift any 


more as long as Þ live ! | 


A pcor-weman, who had ſeen better days, under- 
ſtanding from ſome of her acquaintance that Dr. Gold- 
{mith had iludied phyſic, and hearing of his great hu- 
n:anity, folicited him in a letter to ſend her ſomething 
for her huſband, who had loſt his appetite, and was re- 
duced to a moſt melancholy ſtare by continual anguiſh. 
The good-natured poet waited on her inſtantly, and af- 


ter ſome diſcourſe with his patient, found him ſinking 


faſt into that wotſt of ũckneſs, poverty. The doctor 
told him they ſhould hear from him in an hour, when he 
would ſend ſome pills which he believed would prove 
eficacious. He imme ĩately went home and put ten gui- 
neus into a chip- box, with the following label: 
T hefe muſt te uſed as your neceſſuies require, be patient, 
and of good heat. 7 

He ſent his ſervant with this preſcription to the com- 
fortleſs mourner, who found it contained a remedy ſu - 


perior to any thing Galen or his tribe of pupils could 


agininiſcer for his relief, 


Lord Cornwallis, after a battle, found a grenadier 
ſitung at the foot of a tree, wrapped up in a cloak, who 


very compolealy ſaid to him; Noble General, order 
theſe wounded men to be taken care of, as their lives 


LF, 


may he ftill ſaved.” « Well, but friend, ſaid the offi- - 


you have no thought about yourſelf ??—The gre- 


es 
Hadier anſwered with drawin up his cloak, and ſhewing 


A 


both his thighs carried off inthe middle. 
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A dragoon 
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A dragoon was ſhot in Dublin for deſertion, and tak 


ing away bis horſe and accoutrements at the ſame time. 


When on his trial, an officer aſked him what could in- 


duce him to take his horſe away? To which he re- 


plied, he ran away with bim M bat (ſaid the officer) 
did you do with the money you jold him for ? That, plea/e 
your honour, (taid the fellow, with the utmoſt indiffe- 
rence) ran away too, | 


The late Duke of Ancaſter, when Lord Lindſay, went 
into Lincolnſhire to raiſe men for the ſervice in Ame- 


rica, During his ftay in that county he ſo eminently 


diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his generoſity, and affability, 
that he gained the good-will, not only of all the gentry, 
but of every individual in the neighbourhood ; ſo capti- 
vating was his manner among the lou er rank of the peo- 
ple, that every day he made a freſh acquiſition of re- 
eruits; among the reſt, a country fellow, the only ſon of 


an old won an, from whoſe induſtry ſhe derived her ſup- 
port, in imitation of the example of ſome of his com- 


3 in the hour of gaity inliſted into the ſervice; 
he report of it ſoon reached the ears of his mother, 
who next morning waited on his lordihip, requeſting a 
diſcharge for ner ton, repreſenting to him her ſituation 
in the moſt lively colours, whilſt the tears ran down her 


aged and furrowed checks. His lordſhip, with that ten- 
derneis peculiar to him, turned upon his heel to conceal. - 


his emotion; when he had recovered himtelf, he turned, 
took the poor woman by the hand, and taking five gat- 
neas from his pocket, gave them to her, ſaying, Good 
tvoman, you are poor tate this—from ibi moment hour ſon 
is 4ſcharged for the King, my maſter, never wiſhes to re- 


truit his forces by opprefſing the widew or the helpleſs. 


A hiepro in the iſland of St. Chriſtopher's, had ſb 
cruef a titer, that he dreaded the fight of him. After 


; exetcifing much tyranny among his ſlaves, the planter 


died, and left his ſon heir to his eſtates. Some hort 
time after his death,'a gentleman meeting the negro, 
- 148 him how his young maſter behaved ?—4 ſu Pak 


* . 


— 


ſays he, he's a chip of the old block,” No, n 5 ſays 
the * K* we 
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The mildneſs of Sir Iſaac Newton's temper, through 
the courſe of his life, commanded admiration from ail 
who knew him, but in no one inſtance perhaps more 
than the following :— Sir Iſaac had a favourite little 
dog, which he called Diamond; and being one day 
called out of his ſtudy into the next room, Diamond 
was left behind. When Sir Iiaac returned, having been 
abient but a few minutes, he had the mortification to 
find, that Diamond, having thrown down a lighted can - 
die among ſome papers, the nearly finiſhed abour of 
many years, was in flame-, and almoſt conſumed to 
aſhes. . This loſ, as Sir Iſaac was then very far ad- 
vanced in years, was uretrievable; yet, without once 


mationz , Niamnd! Diamond! thou little knoweft 
the miſchief thou haſt done ! 


The celebrated Lord Cheſterfield held a confiderable 
eſtate under the Dean and Chapter of We minſter, and 
wanting to put in the life of the preſent Earl, the fine 
jaſiſted upon was ſo very exorbitant as to ruffle his 
lorcſhip's temper in a great degree, though he was ob- 
liged to acquieſce in their demands, When the writings 
were read, the lawyer carried them to his lordſhip, 
with the Dean and Chapter's compliments. Having 
ſigned them, Well (ſays the Earl) they ſent their com- 
pliments to me, did they? Then return my compli- 
ments, but tell them at the ſame time, that in matters of 


The whimſical and immortal author of Triſtram 
Shaudy was married to Mrs. Sterne on a Saturday morn- 
ing ; his pariſhioners had timely information of this 
circumſtance, and knowing he would preach the next 
merning at his pariſh church, and deſirous at the ſame 
time of ſeeing the bride, they aſſembled in ſuch crouds, 
that ihe church was full before the bell had done tolling. 
The bride, as was expected, made her appearance, and. 


oblervations, till Steine mounted the pulpit: here eve 
ee was directed to him, and every ear ready to cate 


niſhment, 


ſtriking the dog, he oniy rebuked him with this excla- 


buſineſs I would ſooner deal with the Jewiſh ſynagogue. 


the country folks indulged themſelves with the uſual _ 
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the words of his text, which tui out, to their aſto- 


Sv 


niſhment, to be the following; Vie have toiled all night, 
and bave caught no fiſh :* The congregation looked at - 


each other, ſome ſmiled, others ſtopped their mouths 
with thcir handkerchiefs, to prevent « from laygh- 
Ing, while the old folks wore very ſerious faces, and 
thought the humouriſt a very odd ſort of a man tor a 
pul pit lectuer: however, they attended to his diſcourſe 


which turned out, as utual, very inſtructive, and all went 


home highly delighted with the text, but poor Mrs. 


Sterne, who bluſhed down to her fingers-ends every liep 


of the way to her houſe. 


Sitting one evening at the Globe Tavern, Fleet-ſtreet, 
along with the late Dr. Goldſmitn, who was a great 


Novice in the common occurrences of life, he catled for 


a mutton- chop, which was no ſooner placed on the table, 
than a gentleman, with whom he was intimately ac- 
quainted, turned up his note, and aſked the Doctor how 
he could ſuffer the waiter to place ſuch a ſtink:ng chop 
before him? Sinking?“ ſays the Doctor, in good 


truth I don't ſmell it.“ © | never ſmelt any thing ſo 


diſagreeable in my liie, (ſa\s the gonſſeman) the raſcal 
deſerves a caning for being ſo heedle(s to bring you ſuch 
carrion.” * In good truth (ſays the poet) I think ſo too; 


but 1 wiel be leſs ſevere in my puniſhment.“ He in- 


ſtantly called the waiter, and after perſuading the poor 
fellow that the chop ſtunk worſe than aſſa- ſœtida, he in- 
ſiſted as a puniſhment, that he ſhould fer down and eat 
it himſelf. The waiter argued, but he might as well at- 
tempt to beat Charles Macklin out of an opinion; the 
Doctor theatened to knock him down with his cane, if 
he did not immediately comply with. his puniſhment — 
When the waiter had ſwallowed half the chop, the Doce 
tor gave him a glaſs of wine, thinking, with his uſual 
good-nature, it would make the remainder of the ſen- 
tence leſs painful. When the waiter was done, Gold- 
ſmith's friend burſt into a horſe laugh. What in 
God's name ails you now?“ ſays the poet. Indeed, 


my dear friend, I could never think that any man, 
wWhoſe knowledge of letters was ſo extenſive as your's, 
could be ſo great a dupe to a ſtroke of humour; the 


WT 
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chop was as fine a one as Lever ſaw in my life.“ Was 
it, (ſays the doctor) then I ſhall never give credit to 
what you ſay again, and ſo, in good truth, I think I am 
even with you.” 1 


A gentleman happening to turn up againſt a houſe to 
make water, did not ſee two young ladies looking out 
of a window clole by, till he heard them giggling.— 
Then looking towards them, he aſked, what made them 
fo merry? O! Sir? 1aid one of them, a very little 
thing will make us laugh,” : : 
A woman being with chi'd, ker huſband was carvin 
a couple of coneys, and beginning with the flaps, his wife 
called to him, “ ray huſband, give me a flap oth' 
coney ?” What, ſays he, wife, before all the com- 

pany ? | 


An honeſt French Dragoon, in the ſervice of Lewis 
XIV. having caught a fellow in bed with his wife, after 


fome words, old him, he would let him eſcape tor that 
time, but by G, if cver he found him there again, he 


would throw his hat out of the window. Notwithe 
ſtanding this terrible threat, in a very few days he caught 


the ſpark in the {ame place, and was as good as his 


word. Knowing what he had done, he poſted away to 
a place, where he knew the King was to be, and throw- 
ing himſelf at his Majeſty's feer, implored his pardon. 
The King aſked him, What his offence was? He told 
him how he had been abuſed, and that he had thrown 
the man's hat out of the window, Well, ſaid th: KV, 
laughing, I very readily forgive you, conſidering. your 
provocation, [ think you were very much in the right to 
throw his hat out of the window. Yes, yes, my Liege, ſaid 


the dragoon, but his head was init, Nat it fo! replied 


the King. Well, my word is paſt. 


An Iriſhman on board a man of war, was defired by 
his meſs-mates to go down and draw a cann of beer: 
Teague, or ar. that preparations were making to 


= 
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ſed. * Arrah by my fhoat (fays — | 
| an 


69 


and Uhle 1 am gone inte che cellar to fetch beer, 
the ſhip. will ſail, and leave me behind, - 2 
A country farmer riding to a merry meeting on an 
eaſy horſe, drank very plentifully till night came on, 
t and his ſenſes fled. At which one of the company re- 
* ſalved to paſs a joke upon him, be perſuading the reſt 
N to mount him on his horſe with his f.ce to the tail, and 
7 tarning the horſe looſe, who very well knew the way 
home. So up they mounted him, away went the horſe a 
foot pace, till the farmer fell taft aſleep; and in an 
hour's time the horſe was at home, and preſently fell a 
8 neighing. at which his wife came with a candle in her 
N hand, and ſceing her huſband in that condition, began 
to take on bitterly, and waking him, told him the great- 
A neſs of his fins, xc. Upon which he rubs his eve, and 
looking about, crics out in a great paſſion, Pho, hold 
16 Jour tongue, woman, nothing vexes me ſo much, as that the 
* plaguy rogues ſhould cut my horſe's head off. 
— | A country fellow being admitted to a gentleman's ta- 
0 ble, fell upon the artichoaks; but not knowing what 


* ſhould be eaten, and which not, took a mouthful of the 
burre, which almoſt choaked him: when one who fat 


- | next him, ſaid, * Friend, that diſh is reſerved for the 
f laſt.” Truly (anſwered he, as we'l as he could) I am 
6 of your mind, for I think it be my laſt. 

Id * 


TwWo Eng ith officers, a ight's lodging in the 
4 Highlands, found themicly ered with vermin. One 
of them was very buſy in taking off the ſloweſt kind, 


#74 which the other obſerving, cried out, Z —ds, what are 
— you doing? Let us firit ſecure the dragoons ; we can 
* ake the { leiſ Bet 
ed c C one at leiſure. | 

A drunken fellow was brought before a juſtice, an? 
b | What queſtion ſoever the juſtice aſked him, he ſtiil ſaid, 
7 Your rd wiſe. Fhen he committed him till the 


next day; then fent for him again, and told him of hi; 
= idle talking yeſterday. © Why, whatfoever I ſaid to you, 
. you fill ſaid, Your Lerdpip's volſe, that I thoug ht thou 


wer't mad. Truly (ſays he) I faid ſe, ¶ think I was. th 

mad indeed. i * , ; g b hi 

Y ar 

One ſoldier's wife call'd another a whore, upon which ar 

falling in a violent 1 Whore ! ſays ſhe, clap - 1 

ping her hands, you » you canno: /ay 1 ever went m 

out of the regiment ! we : | - 

T 

A bailiff clapt a wan on the ſhoulder, ſaid, I arreſt you rh 
Sir, for a horſe (meaning for the money he owed for a | 

' horſe) © Why, replied the detendant, thou coxcomb, 

thou art not certainly ſuch a fool as thou makeſt thy- be 

ſelf? Pray look upon me again, what likeneſs can you . ta 

ſee, that you take me for a horſe? —Then tripping up di 

his heels, ſat , However III fh.w you a hurſe trick ; and ni 

after giving him two or three kicks, left him in the kennel, vo 

and /o ran off. | 1 al 

PINS | | ba 

In a village in France, a poor woman fell into a le- E- 

thargy Her hufband and thoſe who were about her, wp 


believed ſhe was dead; they covered her over with a 
piece of linen cloth, as is done to the poor people of 
that country, and ordered her to be carried to the bury- 
ing-place. In going to the church, he who carried her 
went near to a thorn heige, and the prickles of it ſcratch- 
ing her, ſhe recovered from her lethargy. . Fourteen 
years after, ſhe died in good earneft (at leaſt it was for 
thought ſo) as they carrj 
came near to a hedge, 
Keep off the hedge, keep e 


A woman once proſecuted a gentleman for a rape 
Upon the trial, the Jucge aſked her if ſhe made any re- 
fiſtance ? Ves, and pleaſe your reverence, I cry'd out. 
The Judge again enquired when it was ſhe did ſo? to 
which the witneſs rgplied, Nine months after. : 


A country parfon who had a great deſire to diſengage 
himſelf from a company of hungry gentlemen that came 
dt his houſe, after he had told them, at firſt, that they 

were welcome, and made a ſhow of ſending his ſervants. * 
- ome of them to draw ale, and others to kill fowls ; at 738 


the 


4 
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the ſame time he took his ſurplice ede in 


his hand, and prepared himſelf.to go abroad. Where 
are you going Mr. Parſon ? ſaid the gentlemen. He 
anſwered, Il return in -a minute, for I muſt go, 
whilſt the dinner is making ready, to pray by a poor 
man dying of the plague; and upon ſaying this, went 


out immediately. Upon which thoſe ſtrangers were o 


frightened, that they ran away full drive, and fled as if 


the plague had been at their heels. | 


A ſhoemaker, who had a vote in the election for mem- 
bers of parliament, went conſtantly to a houſe of enter- 


. tainment that was opened on the fide of one of the can - 


didates, where meat and liquor were very liberally ſur- 
niſned. When the election came on, Criſpin gave his 
vote againſt the gentleman, on whoſe fide he had all 


along eaten and drank; and being reproached for the 


baſeneſs of his conduct, he burſt into laughter, and ſaid, 
Ever whilft you live quarter upon the enemy; I ſay quarter 
xpon the enemy. _ hy 


A woman of the town being carried before Juſtice —, 
was going to be committed to Bride well; but ſtepping 
up to him, whiſpered in his ear, « Your Worſhip was 
kinder to me at the Devil tavern the other night.'— 
© Hum, ſays he, war that your father? For hit Jake I'll 


forgive you this time; but pray tate care for the future— 


And ſo diſmiſſed her. 


Killegrew, the famous jefter to King Charles II. hav- 
ing been at Paris about ſome buſineſs, went from thence 
to Verſailles, to ſee the French King's court, and being 
known to ſeveral of the courtiers who had been in Eng- 
land, one of them took occaſion to tell the French King 
that Killegrew was one of the wittieſt men in — 
Upon which, the King defired to ſee him. But Kille- 

rrew, it ſeems, being out of humour, ſpoke but v 
Ittlez and that fo little to the parpoſe, that the Frenc 


King told the Nobleman who had commended Kille- 
grew, that he looked. upon him as a very dull fellow. 


The Nobleman, nevertheleſs, aſſured the King, that 
* | Leber 
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(whatever he thought of him) Killegrew was very witty. 

and ingenious. Whereupon, the King was reſolved to 

make a farther trial; and took him into a gallery, where 
there were abundance of ſine pictures; and, among the 
reſt, hewed him the picture of Chriſt upon the Croſs, 
and aſked him if he knew who that was? Killegrew 
made himſelf very ignorant, and anſwered, No. Says 
the King, that is the picture of our Saviour on the 
Croſs ; that on the right fide is the Pope's, and that 
on the left is my own, Whereupon Killegrew replied, 
© I humbly thank your Majeliy for the information you 
have given me; for tho I have often beard that our Sa- 
viour was crucified between two thieves, yet I never knew 
who they were before. | y 


An Engliſhman and a Scotchmay coming in both to- 
gether to an inn on the road, found nothing to be had 
but a piece of mutton and a chicken ; ſo one would 
have the chicken, and another would have it, and began 
to quarrel. The landlady defired they would be pleaſed 
to eat it together; but Sawney, whoſe head was build- 
ing caſtles in the air, ſail, it ſhould be preſerved till the 
morning; and he that dreamed the beſt dream ſhould 
eat it for his breakfaſt. So eating the mutton for their 
ſupper, they went to bed. The Scotchman could not 
fleep one wink for thinking what he ſhould dream. The 
Engliſhman obſerving where the chicken was ſet, aroſe 
in the night and eat it. The next, morning when both 
were up, the Scotchman ſaid very haſtily, that he dream- 


vens open, and that a choir of angels, carried him up ts St. 

' Andrew in Heaven. And ſaid the Engliſhman, I gdream'd 
that I Jaw you carried up to Heaven; and thinking you 
would never come down again, I aroſe and eat the chicken. 
For I knew you weuld hade no occaſion for fowl!s there. 


Rabelais one * walking in the ſtreets of Paris, had 
| — occaſion to go to a neceſſary-houſe; but not 
_ knowing any body in the ſtreet where he was taken, a 


lieve his preſent neceflity, and at the ſame time to n_ 


ed the braveſt dream in the world, That he ſaau the Hea-. 


thought came ſuddenly into his head, in order to. re- 


at che end of which time, finding that liſe far different 
returned, and humbly confeſſing, in a petition to the 
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him matter of merriment. He went into an upholſter- 


er's ſhop, juſt at hand, and aſked him whether he ſold 
cloſe-ſtools? The man anſwered, yes, and immediately 


| ſhewed him one. Have you none handſomer than this? 


ſays Rabelais, eau me ſome covered penteelly avith different 


coloured welvets, While the ſhopkeeper went backwards 


to fetch them, Rabelais let down his breeches, and made 
uſe of that which was firſt brought to him. The Up- 
holſterer returning with the others, and ſeeing him in 
ſuch a poſture, called out, Sir, Sir, what-are you abort P 
— Only trying it (anſwered Rabelais). Then putting up 
his breeches, he walked away, ſaying, They will not do 
for ne; they are all tos logu. | 


Dean Swift ſtanding one winter's day at the deanry 
window, ſaw a very poor and ancient woman fitting on 
the ſteps, ſhivering with cold. His footman — — | 
to come to the door; when the poor creature beſought 
bim, in a piteous tone, to deliver a petition, which ſhe 
held in her hand, to his reverence, The ſervant read 
it, and told her, with infinite ſcorn, his maſter bad 
ſomething elſe to mind than her petition, What's hat 
you ſay, fellow, (ſaid the Dean, looking ont at the win- 
dow) come up bert. The man trembling obeyed him: 
He alfo deßred the poor woman to come before him, 
made her fit down, and ordered her ſome ' bread and 
wine; after which he turned to the man and ſaid. At 
aht time, Sir, did I order you to open a paper directed to 
me h or to refuſe a letter from any ene? Hark ye, firrah, 
you have been admoniſbed by me for drimkenne/s, idling, and 
other faults; but fince I have diſcovered your inhuman 
diſpoſition, I muſt diſmiſs you from my ſervice.—-So pull off 
my cloaths—take your wages, and let me hear no more from 
you —The fellow did fo, and heving vainly ſolicited a 
written diſcharge, (which is cuſtomarily given in Ire. 
land, to ſervants, u hen difmiſſed from a place) was 
compelled to po to ſea, where he continued five years; 


from the eaſe and luxury of his former occupation, he 


Dean, his former tranſgreſſions, and aſſuring him of his 
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entire reformation, which the dangers he had undergone 
at ſea had happily wrought; he begged the Dean would 
give him ſome ſort of a diſcharge.— Accordingly the 
Doctor called for a pen and ink, and gave him the fol- 
lowing diſmiſſion, with which he ſet out for London: 


«© Whereas. the bearer ———- — ſerved me the ſpace + 
of one year, during which time he was an idler and a 
drunkard, I then diſcharged him as ſuch 3; but how far 
his having been five years at ſea may have mended his 


manners, | leave. to the penetration of thoſe who may 


hereafter chuſe to employ him.“ 
„ 
Ock. 9, 1739. 


No man had a greater averſion to exceſs of ridiculous 


company than Dean Swift; an inſtance of which we (hall 
here relate. A lady of this turn having given the Dean 
an invitation to dinner, aad as ſhe had heard he was 
not eaſily pleaſed, ſhe had taken a month to provide for 
it. When the time came, every delicacy which could 
be purchaſed the lady had prepared, evey to profuſion, 
(which Swift hated.) However, he was ſcarce ſeated, 


when the began to make a ceremonious hargngue ; in 


which the told him, That ſhe was ſincerely ſorry ſhe 


had not a more tolerable dinner, fince ſhe was appre- 


henſive there was not there any thing fit for him to eat; 


in ſhort, that it was a bad dinner, Por tuke_you (ſaid - 


the Dean) awhy did you not get a better? Sure you had 
time enough But fince yon ſay it is ſo bad, III Cen go 
home and eat a herring. Accordingly he departed, and 


left her juſtly confuſed at her folly, which had ſpoilt all 


the pains and expence ſhe had been at. 


Aman having been at very high words with his wife, f 


ſaid in his paſſion, he would never bed with her again z 
but not being poſſefled of twe beds, he fixed a board in 


the middle of that one they had, to make a ſeparation.— 


In this ſtate they continued ſome time, till one night, as 
both laid awake, wiſhing for a reconciliation, but neither 


caring to make the firſt advances, the huſband chanced. 
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_ ſays he, take away the board] 


one, ſo that it was but one, to do family duty in his 


to ſneeze; upon which his wife kindly ſaid, Heavens 


{49:45 ] 


bliſs you, my dear.——1)o you ſpeak tha' from your heart f— ' 
(returned he} Indeed { do, aniwiicy the, Mell, then, 


A gentleman, whoſe wife complained a little of Ki 
manhood, conſented that ſhe ſhould make choice of any 


2 — 
* 7 — 
ww. . 


ſtead. She choſe the coachman, a ſturdy fellow; but. &? AJ 
by ſome accident the reverend Chaplain came to ſufpe&t” * | 28 


the intrigue that was carrying on by his patron's lady, 
and was reſolved to watch her waters: it was not Jong 


- 


of broth for his breakfaſt, as the taylor came. So che 


6 8 


could not ſee him abuſed in fo vile, ſo abominable a 


before he had an opportunity, by peeping through 4 
key-hole, of being entirely confirmed in his ſutpicions ; | 
and being a very conſcientious man, he thought it his 
duty io acquaint her huſband with it. He told him he 


manner, without letting him know it. Hab. Door, u 
ſaid the gentleman, the thing is a ſecret; I give my . 
Ccachman twenty pounds a year extraordinary for that wery 
ſervice, — Cad take me (cried the conſcientious parſon) 
Why wwould'you not jpeak to me ? Ion have done it for 
balf the money, and have thank'd you too, 8 
A country maid „ Tar market, her mare ſtumbled 

in the middle of che market - place, and threw her topſy- 
turvey, ſhewipg all for nothing; but ſhe receiving no 
harm by the fail, ſpeedily got up again, and turning 
herſelf to the laughing N ſaid, Sirs, did you ever 
fee the like before? * Newer but once, ſaid a country tel» 
low, and that was a black one. f 


his cuſtomer, the apothecary was juſt going to eat a meſs 


A taylor carrying in a bill to an apothecary, that was N 


apothecary told bim he had no money at preſent lor 
n if he would eat a meſs of broth with him he 


- ſhould be welcome; for which the taylor thanked him. 
So he calls the maid to bring the taylor a meſs. He eats 


them, and home he goes, and gets into his cutting-room 
and began to handle his ſheers : but he had not —_ 
£ h | 3 
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there paſt an hour and a half, but he had more occaſion 
to ute his bodkin than his ſheeys. - So he calls up his 


o 


wife, and as the pottage began to work with him, he 
Fel} to work with her, and having pleated her very well, 
as well as himſelf, wich a kit: ſent her down about her 


buſineſs, til: further orde's; in half an hour's time he 


calls her again, and ſo the third and fourth time; at aſt 


ſhe aized him, how he came to be ſo ? with that he up 


* and told her, he aſked the apothecary tor money, but he 


told me he had no money, but he would give me a meſs 
of pottage, which has wrought theſe wonderful effects 
upon me. Oh, good huſbend, tail ſhe, it may be the Ape- 
thecary wants money. I prithee, my Cock, if thou loweſt thine 


"pwn dear wife, take all thy money out in broth, for it is of 


@ wonderful operation. 


Although the infirwities of nature are not proper ſub. 
jects to be made a jeſt of, yet when people take a great 


deal of pains to conceal what every body ſees, there is 
nothing irore li iculous, Of this ſort was old Craſ the 
player, who bein, very deaf, did not care any body 
mould know it. Honeſt Joe Milter, going with a friend 


one day along Fleet ſtreet, and ſeeing old Croſs on the 


other ſite of the way, told his acquaintance he ſhould ſee 


fome ſport ; ſo beckoning to Cres with his finger, and 
ſtretching open his mouth as wide as ever he could, as if 
he halloo'd to him, tho” he ſaid nothing, che old fellow 
came puffing from the other ſide of the way, What a pox 
faid he, do ycu make ſuch a naiſe fur? Do you think one 
can't hear ? bs 2 5 | 


A certain poet and player, remarkable for his impu- 
dence and cowardice, happening many j ears ago to have 
a quarrel with Mr. Powell, another player, received 
from him a fmart box on the ear; a few days after, the 
poetical player having loſt his ſnuff-box, was making 


ſtrict enquiry if ay body had ſeen his box. What, 
| ſaid another of the theatrical punſters, That which Grorge 


Poxvell gave you t other night ! 


An Iriſhman having a looking⸗-glafs in his hand, hut 


his eyes, and paced it before his face; another aſk: 


* 


* 7 
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fire to dry him; the man 
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him, why he did fo ? Upon my ſooul, ſays Teague, it is 
to ſee bow I look when'l am aſleep. 


Pope having been lighted hoe by a link-boy, fer | 


ed to give ſomething leis than he expected; upon which 
he demanded more; Pop» protefied that he had no more 
half-pence left; repeating a term familiar to him, when 


that rothing was to be got, went away muttering lou 
enough to be ove: heard, God mend me, God mend 
me, quotha ! Five hundred ſuch as I might be made 
before one ſuch a crooked ſon of a bitch as you could be 
mended!” Pope, on this, called him back, and gave 
him half a crown as a reward for his wit. 


Some ladies having a' petition to | hoy to the wands 3 


of the Houſe of Commons, waited at the door for his 
going in; at laſt the croud grew ſo great, that there 


was hardly any paſſing by; which one of the meſſengers _ 


ſeeing, cryed out aloud, Ladies, pray fall back, and 
open to the right and left, that the members may 
go in.“ 


A Quaker lodging at an inn, the houſe being full, a a 


damning blade came up into his room, and would have 
hector'd him out; but he told him *twas his room, and 
by yea and nay, he ſhouid not come there. The hector 
then began to thunder out his oaths, and to ſtrike him; 
but the Quaker, being a ſtout fellow, returned his blows 
double and treble, and at laſt kick'd him down ſtairs, 
With that, the maſter of the houſe ſending the tapſter 
to know the occaſion of all that noiſe, he told him, 'twas 
deen K „but that 7ez and nay had kick'd G—d * 


= young parſon loſt his way in a foreſt, ey it WM 
cold and rainy, he happened upon a poor cottage, 

8 deſired any lodging or hay · loft to ly e in, and ſome 
_ him, he aud is wife had 


but one bed, and if he pleaſed to lie with them, he ſhould 
de we come. The — thanked him, and kindly ac- 


; { 


a littie vexed, * God mend me!“ The boy. 1 pes 
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cepted of it. In the morning, the man roſe to go to 
market, and meeting wich ſome of his neighbours, he 
fell a laughing. The aſred him what made him ſo fc 
merry abuut the mouth? * Why, ſays he, 1 can but | 


think how ſham'd the parion wil be when he awakes, to a 
find himielf left a bed with my wife! Ta 
A certain couple going to Dunmow, in Eſſex, toclaim fa 
the flitch of bacon, which is to be given to every mar- 
ried p:ir, who can ſger they have had no diſpute, nor 6 
once repented their bargain in a year and a day, The 1 
ſteward, rea ly to deliver it, aſked where they would put 
it? The huſbind produced a bag, and told him that.— «= 
That, ſaid the ſteward, is not near big enough to hold it. b. 
So 1 told my wife, replied the good man, and l believe 0 
we have had a hundred words about jt, Ay, ſaid the of 
ſte ward, but ihey were not. ſuch as will butter cabbage to eat i | 
. with this bacen, and fo hung the fliich up again. * 
ui 
A ratling young fellow from London, putting into a up 
country ine, ſeeing a plain rouph-hewn farmer there; 1 
ſays he, you thall ce me dumb- found that country man; : 
So going up to him, he gives his hat a twirl round, ſay- 8 
ing, Ihere's half a crown for you country man.“ The. 5 
former, after recoveiing a little from his ſcrprize, reared v. 
his oakentowel, and ſlurveying him very gravely, gave him : 5 
two very handſome di ubs on the ſhou der, ſay ing. 1 lo 
thank ou for your kindneſs, friend, there's two ſtül- | Y, 
lings of your money again.“ | , 
A trial for lands being pleaded before the Chancellor, 
the Counſel on both ſides ſet forth their limitations in 22 
queſtions by the plat: and one Counſel pleaded, My ou 
Lord, we Ire on this fide; and the other ſaid, My Lord, 
we lye on this fide : © Nay, ſays the Chancellor, it you * 
lie on both ſides, I'll believe neither of you.“ 2 
A virtuous lady being once in a muſing vein, ſat with ba 
her legs pretty wide; ſaid her huſband, ſweetheart, your mY 
cabinet ſtands open. Say you fo, ſaid ſhe, why don't 7 
you lock it then ? for I am ſure none keeps the key but "Ap 


yourſclt.' | | 


to | | | ( 49 ) 


he Lord Mansfield being willing to ſave a man that had 

Ho ſtole a watch, deſired the jury to value it at ten- pence; 

but upon which the proſecutor cries out, Ten- pence / my lord, 

* why the very faſhion of it coſt me five pounds. 052 
ſays his lordſhip, we muſt not hang a man for faſhion 

. fate. | 
aim 
Nars 


An honeſt Jack Tar being at a Quaker's meeting, 
T1 heard the friend that was holding forth ſpeak with gat 
” emotion againit the 11] confequence of giving the lie 1n 


ppc converſation, and therefore, he adviſed, when a man was 
7% telling a tale that was not conſiſtent with truth or pro- 
p | bability, to cry /varg, which would not irritate paſſion 
$i as the lie would. Afterward digreſſing into the ſtory 
_— of the great miracle of five thouſand being fed with five 
0. cas loaves of bread, &c. he told them, that they were not 
| ſuch loaves as are vſed now, but were as big as a moun- 
El tain ; at the hearing of which, the tar uttered with a 
” 8 loud voice, twang / What, ſays the Quaker, duſt thou 
as think I lie, friend? No, ſays Jack, but 1 am thinking 
> » how big the ovens were that baked them. 
4 A certain nobleman, who uſed to dangle after Miſs ) .. 
we Younge, and one night being behind the ſcenes, ſtand- 1 
* 1 | ing with his arms folded in the poſture of a. deiponding = 
Mil lover, aſked her with a ſigh, what was a cure for love: wil 
A ' Your lcrdihip, ſaid ſhe, is 7be be in the world, | 
j 
or A young lady of pretty high ſpirits, who was juſt en- | ) 
K in tering into the marriage ſtate, told her gallant, that ſhe _— 
M could never bring herſelf to ſay obey, and was reio:ved oy” 4 
p 7 ſhe would not. When the ceremony was performing, | g 
2 and ſhe was to repeat that word, ſhe was for winciag-the 1 
* matter, and cried, honour and bey ; nay, madam, ſaid | | 
the pariſon, you mult ſay obey ; I cannot ſay you are mar- / % 
9 798 ried if you do not ſpeak the words as the office directs ; „ 
| but ſti! ſhe would only ſay as ſhe had done; and the | | 
00 parſon again reproving her, * Let her alone, DcRor, ſass 
y but er huſband, let her only ſay 6:y if ſhe has a mind to 


it now, and 1 will make her cry Q at night, 
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I 
jemmy Johnſon being aſked what wine he chiefly 
chuſed for his own drinking, anſwered, that of other 
people's. % 


Alderman K n orie day ſeeing his footman-with 
an old greaſy hat, ſlouching over his ſhoulders, Sirrah, 
ſays the alderman, who gave you that cuckoid's hat? 


Indeed Sir, ſays Jehn, it was my miſtreſs gave it me, and 


told me it was one of yours. 


A Scotch member of parliament, of great wit and 
humour, coming to the Marquis of Rockingham's one 
morning, at the time of the great oppoſition between 
him and Lord North, told his lordſhip that he had tome 
very bad news to acquaint him with. What's the mat- 
ter ? quoth the Marquis. Be me troth, quoth he, what 
I hae to 'tell you is very bawd on our feed. * Prithec, 
ſays the Marquis, don't keep me apy longer in ſuſpence; 
what is it?“ Don't you lordſhip ken that Sawney 
Wedderburn is bought over ?” © That's imyollible, ſays 
the Merquis, for a ſtauncher man does not live than ho- 
neſt Sawny, But, what makes .ou think fo ?? Why, 
and pleafe your lordſhip, I ſaw the other morning a five 
hundred pound bank note ia his hand; and I am ſure 
Sawney never brought that out of his own c untry, | 


At the Groſvenor trial in Weſtminſter hall, a witneſs 
being produced that had an enamelied noſe, counſellor 
Dunaing thinking to daunt him, ſaid, * Now you are 
ſworn, what can you ſay, with your copper, noſe ?? 
© © Why, by the oath I have ſ»orn, I would not change 
my copper e tor your Sraxen face. OB, 


Two Iriſhmen coming to London from St. Alban's, 


one of them aſked a man that was at work by the ftde of 


a roa.., How many miles it was to London; to which 
he replied twenty; one of the Triſhmen ſaid, we ſhall 
not reach London to-night: * pho,. ſays the other, come 
along, it is but ten miles @ piecs, | 
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A young lady, who being lately married, on ſeeing 


her huſband about to riſe pretty carly ia the morning, 


ſaid, my dear, what are you getting up already ? pray 
lye a little longer, and reſt yourſelf, * No, my dear, 


I'll get up and reſt myſelf.” 


A country fellow ſubpœned for a witneſs upon a trial 
on an action for defamation ; he being iworn, the judge 
bade him repeat the very ſame words he had heard ſpok- 


'en: The fellow was loth to ſpeak, and humm'd and 


haw'd for a good ſpace; but being urged by the judge, 
he at laſt ſpoke.. * My lord, ſaid he, you're a cuckold. 
he judge ſeeing the people begin to laugh, called to. 
him, and bad bim ſpeak to the jury, there were lauelve 


ef them, N £4 


A youns fellow in the country, after having an affair 
with a girl in the neighbourhood, cried, What ſhall we 
do, Beis, if you prove with child?“ „Oh! very well, 
ſaid ſhe, for I um to be married to-morrow. R 


A young fellow riding down a ſteephill, and doubting 
the foot ot it was boggiſh, call d out to a clown that was 
ditching, and aſk'd him if it was hard at the bottom ? 
Aye, aniwered the countryman, it js hard enough at the 
bo:tom, I'll warrant you.“ But in half a dozen ſte ps 
the horſe ſunk up to the taddle ſkirts, which made the 
young gallant whips ſpur, curſe, and ſwear. Why 
thou whoreſon raical, iaid he to the ditcher, didit thou 


(758-3 TER, 

Sir Godfrey Kneller, the painter, and the late Dr. 
Ratcliffe, had a garden in common, but with one gate: 
Sir Godfrey, upon ſome occaſion, orcered the gate to be 
nail'd. When the Doctor heard of it, he ſaid, he did 
not care what Sir Godfrey did to the gate, ſo he did not 
paint it. This being told Sir Godfrey, Well, replied 
he, I can take that, or any thing elſe but phyſic, from my 
good friend Dr. Ratcliffe, | X 


A worthy old gentleman in the country having em- 
ployed an attorney, of whom he had a pretty good opi- 
nion, to do ſome law buſineſs for him in London, he 
was greatly ſurprized on his coming to town, and de- 
manding his bill of law charges,to find that it amounted 
to at leaſt three times the ſum he expected; the hene, 
attorney aſſured him, that there was no article in his bill 
but what was fair and reaſonable, * Nay, ſaid the 
country gentleman, there's one of them I am ſure cannot 
be io, for you have ſet down thiee ſhillings and four- 
pence for going to Southwark, when none of my buſineſs 
lay that way; pray what is the meaning of that, Sir ?— 
« 04! Sir, ſaid he, that was for fetching the turkey and 
chine ſrem the carrier's that you ſent me for a preſent out 
of the country. | 


A great deal of company being at dinner at a gentle- 
man's houſe, where a ſilver ſpoon was laid at the ſide of 
every plate, one of the company watching for a conve- 
nient opportunity, as he thought, ſlid one of them into 
his pocket; but being obſerved more narrowly than he 
was aware of, the gentleman who fat oppoſite to him, 
took up another, and ſtuck it in the button hole of his 
boſom ; which the mafler of the houſe perceiving, aſk'd 
him in good humour, What was his fancy for that? hy, 
ſaid he, I thought every man was to have one, becauſe J 
Saw that gentleman, over againſt me, put one into his 
pocket, 

A country fellow getting into a gentleman's orchard 
one night, with the deſign of robbing a mulberry. tree, 
had not been long in it, before one of the men and _ 
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of the maids came juſt under the place where he was, 
which made him lay as ſnug as he could, till the buſineis 
they came about was over; when the chambermaid be- 
gan to give vent to thoſe fears which the fury of her ap- 
petite would not admit into her thoughts before. Lora, 
Jobn, laid ſhe, now you have had your filthy will, aubat 
if I ſhould prove with child, who will take care of it f— 
There is one above, replied John, I hope will provide fer it. 
I there fo, ſaid the countryman, but d have you to 
know, that if I provide for any boay's baſtards, it ſhall be 
for one of my own begetting, . 


Captain Faulkner, who, for his courage in a former 
engagement, where he had loſt his leg, had been pre- 
ferred to the command of a good ſhip ; in the heat of the 
next engagement, a cannon-ball took off his wooden de- 
puty, ſo that he fell upon the deck. A ſeaman think - 
ing he had been freſh wounded, called out for a ſurgeon. 
No, no, ſaid the captain, the carpenter will do. 


The late Sir Robert Henley, having received a com- 
miſſion, conſtituting him Captain of the E eanor Freſbip. 
was the ſame evening paſling home to his lodgings, when 
a fine madam meeting him in the ſtreet, earneflly in- 
treated the favor of a glaſs of wine; the baronet curſing 
her for a ſilly whore, ſaid, He was avell content with ons 
fireſhip in a day. 


A fellow and a wench being taken in comical cir- 
cumſtances in a pound, and brought before a juſtice of 
peace; but both avering their innocence, the juſtice 
called the wench aſide, and promiſed her, if ſhe would 
confeſs, ſhe ſhould go free for that fact: upon which ſhe 
own'd the truth, and the fellow was ſent to priſon. But 
upon taking her leave, the juſtice called the wench back 
again, and aſked her, What the fellow gave her? If ic 

leaſe your worſhip, Half à crown. Truly woman, an- 

wered he, /hat does not pleaſe me; and though for the fuct 
Jou have confefſed, I have acquitted you, as I promiſed; yet 
1 1 commit you for ſuch extortion, as taking half a crown 
ant : 


pound, | 
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A beautiful young lady, but extremely fanciful and 
humorous, being on the point of reſigning herſelf into 
the arms of her lover, began to enter on the conditions 
that ſhe expected ſhould be obſerved after the articles 
were ſigned and executed. /mong the reft, ſays ſhe, 
- poſitively, I will Iye in bed as long as | pleaſe in the 


morning. With all ny biart, madam, ſays he, provided 


1 may get up when I pleaſe. 


When. recruits were raiſing for the late wars, a ſer- 
jeant told his captain, that he had got him a very extra- 
ordinary man. * Aye, ſays the captain, pritbee what's 
Le?" A butcher, Sir, replies the terjeant, and your bo- 
ner will have double ſervice from him, for we bid two 
merp-Aealers in the company before, 


An old fellow having a great itch after his neighbour's 
wife, employed her chambermaid in the buſineſs. At 
the next meeting he enquired what anſwer the lady had 


ſent him? .* Anſwer ! ſaid the girl, why ſhe has ſent 


'you i for a token (giving him a ſmart ſlap in the face) 
He, cry'd the old fellow, rubbing his chaps, and you 
have loſt none of it by the way I thank you. 


A farmer who had a very great name in the country 
For Eis der tertty in maniy exerciſes, ſuch as wreſtling, 
throwing the bar, and the like, drew upon himtelf many 
occaſiors to tiy his Kill, with ſuch as came far and near 
to challenge him; among the reſt, a conceited fellow 
rode a great way to viſit this champion; and being told 
that he was in his ground behind the houſe, he alighted, 
and walked with his horſe in his hand, till he came 
. where he found him at work; fo hanging his horſe upon 
the pails, he accoſted him thus; That having heard 
much of his fame, he was come forty miles to iry a fall 
with him * he champion, without more words, came 
up to him, and cloſing with him, took him on ſuch an 
advantageous lock, that he pitched him clear over the 
paijs; {o with a, great deal of unconcern, took up his 
fpade, and, fell to work again; the fellow getting upon 
| his I gs again, as nimble as he could, call'd to _ to 
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bim. Well, ſays the champion, have yeu any thing more 
to ſay to me?” * No, no (replied the fellow) only to de/ire 
you would be ſo kind ante throw my horſe after me. 


An ingenious young gentleman, at the Univerſity of 
Oxford, being appointed to preach be ore the Vice- 
Chancellor, and the heads of the colleges, at St. Mary's, 
and having formerly obſerved the drowiinels of the Vice- 
Chancellor, took this place of Scripture for his text, 


we What ! cannot ye watch one hour at every divikon he 
_ concluded with his text; which. by reaſon of the Vice- 
NY Chancellor ſitting ſq near the pulpit, often awak'd him, 
* 'I his was ſo noted among the wats, that it was the talk of 
_ the whole Univerſity, and withall it did fo nettle the 
Vice Chancellor, that te compluined to the Archbiſhop 

X of C:nterbur;, who willing to redreſs him, ſent for this 
the ſcholar up to- London, to defend himyelf againſt the 
At eri me laid to his charge; where coming, he gave ſo 
ad many proofs of his extraordinary wit, that the Arch- 
ms biſhop eujoined him to preach before King James. After 
e) ſome excuics, he at length condeſcerded ; and coming 
1 1 into the pulpit, begins, James the fir/? and the fixth waver 
not; meaning the firſt King of England, and the fixth 

| of Scotland ; at firſt the King was ſomewhat amazed 
ry at the text, but in the end was ſo well pleaſed with his 
1 ſermon, that he made him one of his chaplains in ordi - 
ny nary: After this advancement, the Archbiſhop ſeat him 
ar down to Oxford, to make his recantation to the Vite- 
WW Chancellor, and to take leave of the Univerfity, which 
Id heaccordingly did, aud took the latter part of the verſe 
5 of the former text, Sle:p on now and tate your ref, 


Concluding his ſermon, he mate, his apology to tne 
ou Vice Chancellor, ſaying, Whereas I ſaid before, which 


- gave offence, What ! cannot ye watch one hour ? | fay 


== now, Sleep on and take your reſt; and ſo left the 
v6 Univerſity. 5 

an . > 

he A gentleman falling to decay, ſhifted where he could; 
Us among the reſt, he vitted an old acquaintance, and ſtay- 
_ ed with him ſeven or eight days, in which time the man 
0 began to be weary of his gucſt, and to be rid of him, 
m. . | D 4 r feign'd 
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fe:gn'd a falling out with his wife, by which means 
their fare was lender : The gentleman perceiving their 
dritt, but not knowing where to go to better himſelf, 
told them, He had been there ſeven days, and had not ſeen 
«uy falling out beiwixt them befere ; and that he was re- 


Jnived to fray ſeven weeks longer, but he would ſee them 
Funds again. x | | 


An ignorant clown, who had the reputation of being 


a great ſcholar in the country, becauſe he could write 


and read, coming to London, and enquiring into all the 
range things he ſaw, at laſt read on a ſign- poſt Here are 
h:rſes to be lett. 1748. Jeſu, fays he, if there are /o 
many hur,es in one inn, how many are there in the whole 
city:? | 


A bridegroom, the firſt night he was in bed with his 
bride, ſaid unto her, When I ſolicited thy chaſtity, 
badſt thou condeſcended, I would never have made thee 


my wife, for I did it only to try thee. Faith, ſaid ſhe, 


1 did imagine as miuch, tut I bad been coxened /o three or 


four times befire, and I was reſolved to be fooled no 


amore. 


The biſhop of Dm had a ſlovenly cuſtom of keep» 
ing one hand always in his breeches, and being one 
day to bring a bill into the Houſe of Peers relating to a 
proviſion for officers widows, he came with the papers in 
one hand, and the other as uſual, in his breeches ; and 
beginning to ſpeak, * I have ſomething in my hand, my 
Lotus, ſaid he, for the benefit of the officers widows.” 
Upon which the Duke of Wharton immediately inter- 
Tupting him, aſk'd, In which band, my lord? © 


King Charles II. on a certain time aying a viſit to 


Dr. Buſby, the Doctor is ſaid to have ſtrutted thro? his 
ſchool with his hat upon his head, while his Majeſty 
waiked complaiſantly behind him, with his hat under 
his arm; but, when he was taking his leave at the door, 


the Dactor, with great humility, thus addreſſed himſelf : 
Sir, I hope your Majeſty will excuſe my want of ręſpect hi- 


therto ; 


EE 


K 
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therto ; but if my boys were to imagine there was a greater 


man in the kingdom than myſelf, I ſhould never be able to 


rule ft hem, 


A fellow hearing the drums beat up for volunteers for 
France, in the expedition againſt the Dutch, imagined 
himſelf valiant enough, and thereupon liſted himſelf; 
returning again, he was aſked by his friends, What ex - 
ploits he had done there? he ſaid, That he had cut off one 
of the enemy's legs; and being told that it had been more 
honourable and manly to have cut off his head: 05 
faid he, you muſt know bis head was cut off before. 


In a little country town, it happened that the *ſquire 
of the pariſh's lady came to church after her lying-in, 
to return thanks to God, (or as it is commonly called) 
to be churched The parſon aiming to be complaiſant, 
and thinking plain woman a little too familiar, inſtead 
of ſaying, O Lord /ave this woman, ſaid, O Lord ſave this 
lady. The clerk reſolving not to be behind hand with 
his maſter, anſwered, Who putteth her ladyſvip's truſt in thee. 


Mr. Foote being at one of the French opera's at Paris, 
and ſeated in a box with a nobleman he was free wits, 
who, as uſual in France, ſung louder than the performer, 
burſt into bitter invectives againſt the laſt ; upon which 
his lordſhip gave over, to enquire the reaſon, adding, 
that the perſon he exclaimed againſt fo fierceiy, was 
one of the fineſt voices they had. Tes, replies Foote, 


but he makes ſuch a horrid noiſe, that 1 can't have the * 


pleaſure to hear your lordſhip. | 


A living of gol. per annum, falling in the gift of the 
Lord Chancellor, Sir 7 R——— recom- 


mended one of his friends as very deſerving of the bene- . 


fice, whom his — approved of. In the interim, 
the curate, who had ferved the laſt incumbent many 


years for poor zol. per annum, came up with a petition, 
figned by many of the inhabitants, teſtifying his good 
behaviour, ſetting forth that he had a wife and teven 
children to maintain, and begging his lordihip would 
D 5 ſtand 
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ſtand his friend, that he might be continued in bis cu- 
racy ; and, in conſideration of his large family, if he 
could prevail with the next incumbent to add 10l. a year, 
he ſhould for ever prav. His lordſhip, according to his 
uſual goodneis, promiſed to uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
te ſerve him ; and the reverend gentleman, for whom 
th. liviog was defigned, coming ſoon after to pay bis 
1 ſpecto, mv lord told him the affair of the curate, with 


this diff-rence only, that he ſhould allow him 60 l. a 


year inft-ad of 4ol. The parſon, in ſome confuſion, re- 
pl ed, He was {orry he could pot grant his -requeſt, for 
that he had promiſed the curacy to another, and could 
not go back from his word.'— How! (fays my lord) 
have ou promiſed the curacy before you was poſſeſſed 
of the living ? Weil, to keep your word with your 
fri-nd, if you pleaſe, I'll give him the curacy, but the 
liv: ng, I aſſure you, I'll give to another :* And ſa ing 
this, he left him. The next day the poor curate com- 
ing to know his deſtiny, my lord told him, that he had 
u d his endeavours to ſetve him as to the curacy, but 
with no ſucceſs, the reverend gentleman. having diſpoſed 
of it before. The curate, with a deep ſigh, returned 
his lordſhip thanks for his goodneſs, and was going to 
withdraw, when my lord calli g him back, ſaid, with a 
ſmile, Well, my friend, tis true I have it not in my pcauer 
fo give you the curacy; but if you will accept of the living, 
"tis at your ſervice. The curate, almoſt ſurprized to 
death with joy, in the moſt moving expreſſions of grati- 
tude, returned his lordſhip thanks, whoſe goodneſs had 
in a moment raiſed him and his family from a neceſſitous 
condition, to a comfortable ftate of life. 


The laid noble lord, when he was under the tuition of 
the Reverend „who uſed to call kim his little 
chancellor, one day-replied, that when he was ſo he would 
give him a good living. One happening to fall ſoon 
after he was chancellor, he recollected his promiſe, and 


ordered the preſentation to be filled up for his old maſter, © 
who ſoon after came to his lordſhip to remind him of his 


promiſe, and to aſk him for this living. Why really, 
laid my lord, I with you had come a day ſooner, but I 
8 | ny : have 
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had not forgot his promiſe. 


he would ſoon diſpatch his auitence, and fre him out. — 


— 
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have given it away already, and when you ſee to -whom, 
L dare ſa you will not think me to blame;“ ſo putting 
the preſentation into his hands, convineed him that he 


A country chte being one Friday in Lent to exam ine 
his young Catechumens, and the bell tolling far prayers,, 
he was obliged to leave a game of All Fouts unfiniſhed, 
in which he had the advantage; dut told tis àntagoniſt 


Now for fear any tricks ſhould be played with the cards 

in his abſence, he put them in his caſſock; and aſking 

one of the children how many commandments there 

were, which the boy not readily 2nſwering, by accidert 

one of the cards dropped out of his. ſleeve ; he had the 
preſence of mind to bid the boy take it up, anÞteil him 
what card it was; which he readily did; and turning 

to the parents of thg child, re you not aſhamed, ſaid 
he, to pay ſuch little regard to the eternal welfare of your 
children, as not to teach them their commandments ?—-/ 
E-tuipeRted your neglect, and brought this card with me, 

to detect your immorality, in teaching your children to 
know their cards before their commandments. * 


Dr. South being one morning vifiting-a gentleman, 
he was aſked to ſtay dinner; which lie accepting of, the 
ntleman ſteop'd in the next room, and told hi: wife 
had invited che doctor to dinner, and defired her to 
provide fow.c.ung extraordinary for dinner Hereupon 
ſhe began to murmur and ſcold, and make a thoutand 
words, *till at laſt her huſband, being very much pro- 
voked at her behaviour, protefted,® © That if ir Wal not 


— 


for the ſtranger in the next room, he would kick her out 


of doors.“ Upon which the doctor, who had heard all 
that had paſſed, immediately ſtepped out, crying, I beg," 


Sir. you'll make no flranger of ms. 


+ The Earl of Crawford, notwithſtanding his great good 
nature, upon ſome provocation was; at à certain time, 
forced io lay his cane acroſs the ſhoulders of Sir Marry 
—. who took it very patiently, * Some time after 
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ard: Upon which my lord meeting him the nest day, 


told him, he was glad to hear he behaved ſo gallantly 


yeſterday. Ay, my lord, ſaid he, Tos and 1 know 


our nen. 


An honeſt highwayman, walking Song. Holborn, 


heard a voice cry, Rogue, Scot ; Rogue, Scot; his northern 
blood fired at the iniuit, he drew his broad ſword, and 
looking round him on every fide, to diſcover the object 
of his indignation, at laſt he found that it came from a 
parrot, perched in a balcony within his reach ; but the 
generous Scot, diſdaining to ſtain his truſty blade with 
ſuch ignoble blood, put up his tword again, with a ſour 
ſmile, ſaying, Gin ye you we're a mon, as ye're a green 


gooſe, I wou'd ſplit your weem. 


A French courtier, who was a little ſuſpected of im- 
becility, one day meeting the poet Benferand, who had 
often jeered him: © Sir, ſaid he, for all your ſilly jeſts, 
my wife was brought to-bed of a boy two days ago.'— 
« Faith, replied Berenford, I never queſtioned your 


wife. 


It was a fine ſaying of my Lord Ruſſel, who was be- 
headed in the reign of King Charles II. when on the 
ſcaffold, he delivered his watch to Dr. Gilbert Burnet, af- 
terwards Biſhop of Saliſbury z; Here, Sir, ſaid he, 
take this, it ſhews time, I am going into eternity, and ſhall 
have no longer any need of it. 


An old woman, who had a very handſome daughter, 
had a great jealouſy and fear, that one Mr. John Turner, 
a young fellow in the neighbourhood, had a great mind 
to be too buſy with her; and as ſhe apprehended, watch- 
ing them pretty narrowly, ſhe caught them in the v 
fact upon the bed in the garret; upon which ſhe hal- 
Joo'd out, with a ditmal groan, O, Fohn Turner John 
Turner! No, I think 


A gen- 


Sir Harry himſelf caned a fellow, who was a great cow- 


mother, ſaid he, be lies very 


* 
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A gentleman living in Jamaica not long ag0, had a 
wife not of the moſt agreeable humour in the world : 
however, as an indulgent huſband, he had bought her a 


fine pad, which ſoon after gave her a fall that broke her 


neck. Another gentleman in the ſame neighbourhood, 
bleſs'd likewiſe with a termagant ſpouſe, aſked the wi- 
dower, If he would fell his wife's pad, for he had a great 
fancy for it, and he would give him what he would for it. 
No, ſaid the other, I don't care to /ell it, for I am nat ſure 


that I ſhan't marry again. 


A ſcholar of Dr. Buſby's coming into a parlour where 
the doctor had laid a fine bunch of grapes for his own 
eating, takes it up, and ſays aloud, © I publiſh the banns 
between theſe grapes and my mouth ; if any one knows 
any juſt cauſe or impediment why theſe two ſhould not 
be joined together, let them declare it. The doctor 
being in the next room, overheard all that was ſaid, 
aad coming into the ſchool, he ordered the boy who had 
eaten his grapes to be taken up, or, as they call'd it, 
hors'd upon another boy's back; but before he proceed - 
ed to the uſual diſcipline, he cried: out aloud as the de- 
linquent had done: © I publiſh the banns between my 
rod and this boy's breach, if any one knows any juſt 
cauſe or impediment why theſe two ſhould not be joined 


together, let them declare it.'— I forbid the banns,” 


cry'd the boy; Why fo,” ſaid the Doctor. Becauſe 
the parties are not agre d, reply'd the boy. Which an- 
wer ſo pleas'd the doctor, who lov'd to find any readineſs 


of wit in his ſcholars, that he ordered the boy to be ſet 


The celebrated Michael Angelo having received ſome 


inſult from one of the Cardinals of Rome, in revenge 
ainted a moſt ſtriking likeneſs of his enemy, and placed 


m among the damned ſuffering the torments of hell.— 


The ſatire had its effect. It was the topic of general 


admiration and merriment. The Cardinal, ſtung with 
the bitterneſs of the caricature, complained to his Holi- 
neſs. Pope Leo X. was too much the lover and patron 


of the fine arts, to gratify the Cardinal's deſire; and he 


therefore 
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* therefore told him, he had it not in his power to pumiſh 
? the offeader. If, ſaid he, the inſult had been laid in 
Heaven, on the earth, or even in Purgatory, I could, 

erhaps, have redrefled you, for I have fomething to ſay 
in all thoſe places, bat 1 have no intereſt i in dau. 


Soon after the appearance of Mr. Garrick at the The- 
atre of Drury-lane, when he, by his aſtoniſhing powers, 
brought all che world to that Theatre, and Mr, Rich 
was playing his pantomimes at Covent Garden, to empty 
benches ; the two gentle men, Mr. Garrick and Mr. 
Rich, met one morning at the Bedford, they fell into 
converſation, and Mr. Gartick aſked the Covent Garden 
manager, How much his houſe would hold When crouded 
with company. Why, maſter, replies Mi. Rich, in as 
elegant a compliment as ever » as given, * I cannot tell, 
but if you u1ll come and play Richard for one might, 
I ſhall be able to give you an account.“ 


tion, it was a regulation in the fleet, for the marine 

officers to keep watch with the lie atenants of the nayy. 

| His lordſhip once rcmarking at his table, that purſers, 

. ſurgeons, and even chaplains, might occaſionally be 
| employed on that duty. A ſon of che church who was 
preſent, oppoſed the doctrine;? What!* cries his lord- 
ſhip, cannot ye watch as well as pray!“ 


| | | When Lord Howe commanded on _ American * 


Some gent) emen being at a tavern together, for want 

3 of better diverſion, one propoſed play, but, ſaid another 
HP of the company, I have fourteen good reaſons againſt 
gaming. What are thoſe ?” ſaid another. In the 
) furſt place,” anſwered he, I have no.money.” Oh! ſaid 
+ co el, if you had four hundred —_— you * not 


name another. 


himſelf a little ſtricken in years, having married a very 
pretty young wife, the journeyman, a briſk blade, fan- 

4, © cying bimſelf better able to pleaſe her than bis maſter, 
had often. ſalicited-for the laſt favor ; but W 
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| A worthy citizen, not far from Cheapſide, who was 
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tho' as he thought, but faintly; his maſter having oc- 
caſion to go into the country for a few days, he thought 
that might be a proper opportunity to accompliſh his 


2 ; ſo taking the time when his miſtreſs was in tbe 


kitchen by herſelf, the maid beiug gone out of the way 
on ſcme errand, be told her that night he would ſteal 
ſoftly into ber chamber, when ſhe was in bed, * If you 


do, ſaid ſhe, beware of yourſelf, for I will take this 
great kitchen knife up with me into my bed-chamber, 


. At night the ipark opened the door very gently 
but, remembering the knite, was afraid to go forward, 
zhe hearing him, 2sk'd who was there? is 1, an- 
{wered the journeyman, and was reſolved to come to bed 


to you, but that I remembered the great knife.” Oh / 
what a filly jade u as J, laid ſhe, to leave the knife in the. 


kitchen. 


A genileman having a very pretty woman to his wife, 
in a certain country place, could not forbear being a 
little jealous of her having too greas an intimacy with, 
or at lealtcaſling too favourable an eye upon, a 1oung 
Captain in the neighbourhood ; and being obliged to 


go a journey from home, for two or three days, his head 


ran io. upon the Captain and his wife, that alter he was 
got four or five miles, the rougheſt and dirtieſt part of 
the whole way, he calls to his man, and orders him to 

back to his wife, and tell her, That for ſome parti- 
cular reaſons, he deſired fhewould not ſee the Captain in 
his ablence.” The man was very much diſpleaſed at 
being ſent back again through the dirt on ſuch an idle 
errand ; and having a little more diſcernment than his 
maſter, knew, that forbidding a woman to do a thing, 
was oftentimes the readieſt way to egg her on to it, re- 
ſolved not to carry the meſſage: But When he came 
home, and his lady with great ſurprize asked him the 
reaſon of his return ſo ſoon, and if his maſter was come 
2 any hurt? He anſwered her,“ No, but that he had 
e 


nt him back with a very odd meſſage to her, he could 


not imagine the meaning of it: He deſires, ſaid he, 


madam, of all love and kindneſs, that you will not ride 


upon our great dog, Ball, during his abſence.— Ride 


upon 


„„ 

upon Ball, eried ſhe, the man's mad, ſure! Well, well, 
you may tell him, I ſhall hardly diſobey his commands.” 
— hut the man was no ſooner out of ſight, but ſhe 
calls to her maid, and tells her of the ridiculous orders 
her huſband had ſent her ; and that Harry came back 
four or fve miles upon no other account; For my part, 
continued ſhe, ſuch a thing would never have come into 
my head, if he had not taken ſuch pains to have put it 
there; and now, methinks, I long to ride upon Ball. — 
Do you think he can carry me, Betty? I ſhall never 
be eaſy till I try. 

The maid, who was always ready to aſſiſt her miftreſs 
in any thing, to gratify her inclinations, told her, ſhe 
would go and bring the dog to her, and that ſhe verily 
believed he could carry her. | 
Ball being brought forth, and his miſtreſs mounted on 

his back, began to curvet and prauce round the hall, but 
unfortunately threw his rider with her head againſt the 
frame of the great old-faſhioned table, which gave her 
ſach a cut in her forehead, that ſhe was obliged to have 
it plaiſtered and bound up with a linen cloth, which ſhe 
could not get well enough to leave off before her huſband 
returned, who enquiring with much concern into the 
6ccafion of it. Why, what did you ſend me word, by Harry 
(faid ſhe) thar I ſhould not ride upon Ball? The man 
ſtanding cloſe by his maſter, (on his maſter appearing 
angry) whiſpered in his ear, Better ſo, Sir, than worſe. 


Tom Selby, the organiſt of St. Sepulchre's, being 
reckoned to have a fine finger, drew many people to 
hear him, whom he would oftentimes entertain with a 
voluntary af.er evening ſervice ; and his auditory ſeem- 
ing one day greatly delighted with his performance, after 
the church was cleared. Adad, Sir, ſaid his organ blower, 
JT think we did rarely to day. We, firrah, ſaid Tom, Ay, 
ave, to be ſure, anſwered the otner, achat would you have 
done without ne? The next Sunday Tom fitting down 
to play, could not make his organ ſpeak, whereupon 
calling to the bellows-blower, asked him what he meant? 
why he did not blow ? Shall it be we then? ſaid the 
other. Which Tom was forced to conſent to, or there 
had been no mulic, | 

The 


but he was no 
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The new ninety-gun ſhip the Atlas, that was lately 
launched at Chatham, had at her head the figure of At- 
las ſupporting the globe. By an error of the builder, 
the globe was placed ſo high, that part of it was obliged 
to be cut away before the bowſprit could be fitted in.— 
This part happened to be no other than all North Ame» 
rica; and what was more remarkable, the perſon who 


was ordered to take the hatchet and lice it off, was an 
American, | 


Sir S. C. waiting on Oliver Cromwell the Protector, 


with an addreſs, and being rather a bulky man, had 
ſome difficulty in riſing after kiſſing his Highneſs's hand, 
and in the attempt, a pretty loud erepetus exploded. © How 
now, cries the Protector, do you, Sir, in my preſence, 
dare to releaſe priſoners ?* * No, pleaſe your highneſs, 
replies the Knight, it was an impudent raſcal that eſcap- 
ed thro? the poſtern. 5 
Swift, Arbuthnot, and Parnell, who were all cotem- 
poraries and intimates of Lord Bathurſt, took the ad- 
vantage of a fine froſty morning to walk down to a little 
place his Lordſhip had, about eleven miles from town, 
When they were about half way, Swift, who was re- 
markable for being an old traveller, and getting the 
beſt room and warmeſt bed, pretended he did not like 
their pace, and ſaid he would walk on before, and in- 
form his * of the journey. This they agreed to, 
ooner out of ſight than they, judging his 
errand, ſent off a horſeman by a bye way, to inform his 
lordſhip of the particulars. The man got there time 
enough to deliver his meſſage, when his lordſhip recol- 
letting Swift never had the ſmall-pox, thought of the 
tartan. device, When he ſaw him 8 up the 
avenue, he ran out to meet him, expreſſing his happineſs 
at pos him, but was mortified at one circumſtance, 
as it muſt deprive him of the pleaſure of his company, 
and-that was, that a raging ſmall-pox was in the houſe, 
but begged he would accept ſuch accommodations as a 
little houſe at the bottom of the avenue would afford. 
Swift was neceſſitated to comply, and in this loneſome 
| ſituation 
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ſituation, afraid to ſpeak to any one around him, he was 
ſerved with dinner. In the evening, however, the wits 
thought proper to releaſe him, by going down in a body 
to injorm him of the dece ption, and that the f fch belt 
room and bed in the houſe were at his ſervice. Switt, 
' bowever he might be inwardly mortified, thought it his 
intereſt to join in the laugh: when they all adjourned to 
the manſion-houſe, and ſpent the evening in tha; manner 
that can be very well conceived by thoſe who were in 
the leaſt acquainted with the brilliancy of their cha- 
racters. | 


A few years ſince Mr. Stevens, who was for many 
years grave-digger at St. James's Church, being on an 
examination in the Court of King's Bench, in a pariſh 
ſuit, Lord Mansfie!d demgnded of him, previous to 
other queſtions, his name, and profeſſion? Why and 
pleaſe your honour (ſays he) my name is Will Stevens, 
nd I am a grave-digger, at your worſhip's ſervice." 


1 old gentleman, who uſed to frequent one of the 


medical coffee-honſes in this city, thought he might 
make ſo free as to ſteal an opinion concerning his health; 
accordingly he one day took an opportunity of a vete- a- 
tete in one of the boxes, to ask one of the faculty, as a 
friend, what he ſhould take for ſuch a particular com- 
plaint as he then laboured under. I'll tell you what 
you ſhould take, replied the Doctor jceringly ; I think, 
Sir, you ought to tate advice. $i t 


Monſ. Bouret, the famous Farmer General, a man of 
immeuſe fortune, but - ſtupid even to a proverb, 158 
one day in the King's apartment at Verſailles, caile 
L' cuil de beuf, where tw noblemen were engaged in 
a party at piquet; one of them happening to play the 
wrong card, and by that loſt the game, he exclaimed, 
. --© Oh ! what a Bouret am 1!* Offended at this liberty, 
Bouret inſtantly reſented it in theſe words, Sir, you 
are an %%. — The very thing I meant, replied the other, 
with a /ang froid that gave the epigram its full 
poignane,. | | A 


n 


os 
A young performer on the French ſtage, wko had all 


the grand requiſites of the mind to the performing. 
a maſterly play; who had ſenſibility, fire, and an excel - 


lent underſtanding; but, with all theſe, a figure very 


i made for repreſenting a hero, would attempt the cha- 
rafter ef Mithridates ; he played it in ſuch a manner 
that Ais auditors would have been charmed with him, if 
they had been blind; but, unJuckily, in ſpite of all his 
merit, the diſagreeableneſs of his perſon prejudiced the 
whole houſe againſt him. In one of the ſcenes, where a 
Princeſs who is with him, perceiving ſome uncommon 
emotion in his face, tells him, You change counte- 


nance ;* a pleaſant fellow cried out, O! let him, let 


him by all means:* In a moment all the merit of the 
actor was loſt and buried, and the audience thought of 
nothing, during the remainder of the performance, but 


of the diſproportion between his perſon and the cha- 


racter he repreſented. 


A Turkiſh Emperor was deſirous of ſeeing Flanders 


en a map of Europe, as it had been the theatre of ſo 
many wars among the Chriſtians; he was ſurprized to 


ſee the contemptible figure it there made. Is this the 


pitiful place, ſays the emperor, which has made ſuch a 


noiſe? If it had been my affair, I would have ſoon ter- 


minated their diſputes, by ſending a few ſcore of pioneers 


_ ſhould have thrown the whole country into the. 
ea.“ a | 


P. Hein, a Dutchman, from a cabin boy roſe to the 
rank of an admiral, He was killed in an action at the 
moment his fleet triumphed over that of the Spaniards, 
— Their High Mightincſſes ſent a deputation to his 
mother at Delft, to condole with her. on the loſs of her 
ſon, This ſimple old woman, who had ſtill remained in 
her original obſcurity, anſwered the deputies, I always 
foretold, that Peter would periſh like a miſerable wretch 
that he was, he loved nothing but rambling from one 


country to another, and now he has received the reward 
of his folly.” | | 


When 


| wy 
When Francis I, was conducted prifoner to Madrid, 
a Spaniſh grenadier made his way through the crowd, 


and preſented the captive knight with a gilded ball, 
Sire, ſays he, I had caſt this ball in order to have killed 


- you, for a life like your's ought not to have been ended 


without ſome particular diſtinction: I had however no 
opportunity for uſing it, and therefore I take the libert 


| to offer it to your Majeſty as a 2 The monarc 


received it with a ſmile, and or 


ered that he might be 
immediately recompenſed. | 


_ Dryden's tranſlation of Virgil being commended by a 
right reverend biſhop, a wit ſaid, The original is in- 
deed excellent, but every thing ſuffers by a tranſlation, 


except a bifoop,” 


A gentleman having ſent a porter on a meſſage, which 


| he executed much to his ſatisfaction, had the curioſity 


to aſk his name; being informed it was Ruſſel, © Pray, 
(ſays the gentleman) is your coat of arms the ſame as the 
Duke of Bedford's ?? As to eur arms, your honour,” 
ſays the porter, I believe they are pretty much alike z 
but there is a damned deal of difference between our 


cats. | 


= A phyſician went lately to ſee a ſick patient, and was 


[4 


told by the ſervant that ſhe had juſt expired. Your 
lady may be apparently dead, ſaid the doctor, yet not 
actually ſo.“ He alighted from his carriage, and went 
up ſtairs, where he found his patient really dead, with 
the cuſtomary fee in the palm of her hand, and taking 
It, © I ſee, ſaid the doctor, (with much ſeriouſneſs) the 
poor lady expected me; God reſt her ſoul.” 


A gentleman at theWeſtend of the town dining lately 
at bis own houſe with a friend, on ſome cold roaſt mut- 
ton, and a couple of rabbits, was accoſted aſter dinner 
by his ſervant, in the following manner: Pleaſe, Sir, 
to order the cook to haſh the mutton for our dinner, for 
4 cannot eat cold meat.” His maſter bid him not to be im- 
pertinent before company, and he ſhould take another 


oppor- 
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opportunity of ſpeaking to him; however, the man per- 
ſiſting in his requeſt, the gentleman turned him out of 


the room. The next morning the maſter called him be- 
fore him, and told him to provide himſelf with a place. 
© Do you really mean I ſhould leave you then?“ ſaid the 
man. Certainly, replied the gentleman. * Fll expoſe 

ou then, (quoth the ſervant) to the whole neighbour- 
ng: how you uſe us; a man may make a ſhift to eat 
cold meat when he is out of place, (lays the fellow) but I 
am determined my maiter, whoever he be, ſhail always 
provide me with hot dinners,” 7 


A gentleman amuſing himſelf in the gallery of the 
Pallais, a place in Paris ſomewhat like what our Ex- 
changes formerly were, obſerved, while he was carelefsly 
looking over ſome pamphlets at a bookſeller's there, a 
ſuſpicious fellow ſtood rather too near him : the gentle- 
man was dreſſed, according to the faſhion of theſe times, 
in a coat with a prodigious number of filver tags and 
taſſels ; upon which the thief, for ſuch he was, began to 
have a deſign ; and the gentleman, not willing to diſap- 
point him, turned his head another way, on purpoſe to 
give him an opportunity: the thief immediately ſet to 
work, and, in a trice twiſted off ſeven or eight of the file 
ver tags ; the gentleman immediately perceived it, and 
flily drowing out of his pocket a penknife, which cut 
like a razor, catched the fellow by the ear, and cut it off 
cloſe from his head. Murder! murder!“ (cries the 
thief) © Robbery ! robbery !' (cries the gentleman) upon 
this the thief, in a paſſion, throwing them at the gen- 
tleman, cried, T here are your tags and buitons.” Very 
well, (ſays the gentleman, throwing it back in the like 


manner) There is your ear.” 


Old Taſwell, the comedian, having a diſpute in che 
reen room with Mrs. Clive the actreſs, Madam, ſays 
e, I have heard of tartars and brimſtones, but, by G, 


you are the Cream of the one, and the Flower of the 
of " 


Some 
. - 


a 
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Some years ago the late Colley Cibber dined at a great 
man's houſe Five things were placed on table in fy ver 
diſhes, and filver covers to each ; when the company 
were called from the ſtudy to dinner, which conſiſted of 
the gentleman of the houſe, a hungry Scotch author, a 
captain of a ſhip, and Colley. As ſoon as they came to 
the table, each diſh was uncoyered by a fine gentleman 
in a laced waiſtcoat and ruffles, and given to five foot- 
men to carry off ; and, to their great ſurprize, confiſted 
of, at top a ſilver diſh with ſeven veal chops, broiled off 
a neck of veal ; at bottom, ſix Yarmouth dried herrings 
(broiled) in a filver diſh; on one fide a filver diſh with 
'boil'd ſpinnage, and five poached eggs; on the other 
fide a fiiver diſh, with nine boiled white potatoes ; in 
the middle a filver Giſh, mounted on a filver ſtand, with 
ſome potted char. It being Chriſtmas time, Colley only 
eat one chop and a little char, expecting the ſecond 
courſe ſomething more ſubſtantial; when, all on a ſud- 
den, .(as ſoon as they had got down each a chop) tte 
gentleman cried cut, Do any of you le toaſted cherſe ?— 
As none of them had ined, they all cried « Ves.“ Im- 
mediatel) a fine fi,ver cheeſe-toaſter, in a ſilver pan, was 
bronph: in with the toaſted cheeſe.— Then tte maſter of 
the houſe, who had all dinge -time drank port wine and 
water, drank the King's hea'th in a bumper, which was 
pledged by-all the company ; then another toaſt was 
drank, which-finiſhed that on:;y bottle they had; when 
he cried out, Bring in the tes; and bid the coachman 
have the chariot at the door at fix 3 which was genteelly 


bidding them go off by that time, which they did; yet, 


as they paſſed thro' the hall, five feilows with ruffles 


kad the impudence to ſtand open fiſted to be touched; 


but Coliey cocked his hat, and taking the Scotch author 
with him ; Gentlemen, (ſaid he, in my lord's hearing) 
Jam geing 10 aine at the Cardigan Head, and ſhall pay for 
my dianer there," | 


His late Majeſty, at a review of bis Horſe Guards, 


aſked Monſ. de Buſly, the French Ambaſſador, it he 


thought the King of France had better troops? Oh, 
3 yes, Sir, (replied the ambaſſador) The King of France 
* | | | Fs 


1 


has his Gen-d'armes, which are reckoned the belt troops 


in the world. Did your Majeſty never ſee them!?“ The 


King anſvered, * No.” Upon which General Camp. 
bell, Colonel of the Scotch Greys, (who loſt his life in 


the battle of Fontenoy, and who was then within hear. . 


ing, ſteps up and ſays, though your Majeſty has not 
ſeen theie troops his Excellency ſpeaks of, I have ſeen 
them, and have cut my way through them twice; and 
make no doubt of doing the fame again, whenever your 


Majeſty ſhall think it proper to command me. 


A country gentleman of no great breeding, happened 
to have alittle greyhound bitch with him, one day when 
he paid a viſit to a lady, to whom he made his ad- 
drefles. © Dear me, cried the lady, what a pretty dog 


this is '—* Madam, ſaid he, 'tis not a dog; 'tis one of 


your own e. | 


© You are mad,” ſaid a very filiy fellow to one of his 
acquair.tance, * for you are often talking to yourſelf.— 
© If talk ing to one's ſelf be a proof of madneſs, (ſaid the 
other) there is no one more mad than you ; ſince nobody 


gives attention to any thing you ſay.” 


A fellow, who had picked up a few ſcraps of the 


French tongue, and was entirely ignorant of the Latin, 


accoſted a gentleman with Que beure eſt-il Monſieur ? 
(In French, 'What is it o'clock, Sir ?)— To which the 


gentleman” anfwered Neſcio, (in Latin, J don't know )— 


© Damn it (ſaid the fellow) 7 did not think it was near /o 


late; and ran off, as though he had ſomething of con- 
ſequence to do. Es e 


7 Mr. Foote, the late Will Collins, and one or two of 


their acquaintances, went once to hear Orator Henley, 


one of whoſe ſubje&s for that evening was a fellow, 
who had been lately hanged at Tyburn. While he was 
haranguing hereupon,' theſe ſparks took it into their 
heads to groan : Upon which Henley ſtops ſhort, © Gen- 
tlemen, ays * have aright to groan : for I make 


no doubt the deceaſed was one of your near re- 
lations, | | FITS; 
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s, replies the other, Hh, gone to Bet Simpſon's with it 
And then bid the waterman bear a- head. 
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Javgh at them.“ 
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